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L TT K. II. 
Sir W. to Lord — 


100 28. 
OTWITHSTANDIN 6 all that 
has been aid, my lord, this 


whole - ai is far from pleaſ- 


ing me; and I am led, by an un- 
accountable impulſe, to fear ſome evil 


ſhould ariſe * this e 95 action 
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from any thing 8 l have heard, that 1 
can clearly conceive what method he in- 
tends to follow in his future conduct with 
regard to his fair charge. A clandeſtine 
marriage, as your lordſhip has already 
juſtly obſerved, is far from being eli- 
gible, when ſo ſhort a period as a twelve- 
month will leave the lady to her own 
diſpoſal. 


4 


- — 


I uus r confeſs I ſhould chuſe to mi- 
tigate matters, and to reconcile Miſs Creſ- 
wel to ber relations; and I think I have 
a perſon in my eye, who may be of - ſer- 
vice in bringing theſe matters about.— 
The Lady is ſaid to poſſeſs an extraordi : 
nary ſhare of underſtanding, as well as of 
virtue, and will, doubtleſs, approve our 
propoſal: Her bras. at preſent, be- 

p 6.3: ing 
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ing ſuch an one as may well make a wo- 
man tremble.—-She has no father, no 
brother to protect her, a cruel ſtep- mo- 
ther alone claims her obedience; and it 
is, perhaps, happy for her that I was 
Joined in the guardianſhip. My care ſhall 
not be wanting to conciliate matters, if 
poſſible, with her relations, or to provide 
for her peace, if they ſhould continue ri- 
gidly bent to perſecute her. 


WIuIISsT I was in the country, I aſ- 
ſure you I have been buſied in what 1 
eſteem an office of friendſhip and huma- 
nity : This is no other than endeavour- 
ing to diſſuade Mr. Barclay, of whom, 
I believe, your Lordſhip has ſome know- 
ledge, from a ſtrange reſolution which he 
ſeemed to have formed, of ending his 
youthful days in ſolitude; theſe ſolicita- 
. B 2 tions, 
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lions, joined to ſome (no doubt more 
powerful ones) of his friends, it is hoped 
will at laſt prevail with him, not to deprive 
the world of ſo worthy a member of the 
community. There is a particular perſon 
whom I intend to employ in this buſineſs 
of reconcilement ; though, for ſome par- 
ticular reaſons, I ſhall not chuſe to com- 
municate it to him, til] I have his promiſe 
firſt, that he will proceed in it; and then, 
as he was ever pleaſed with the offices of 
humanity, I doubt not but he will be a 


powerful agent in the cauſe. The liberty 


I take with him, in this regard, I hope, 
the goodneſs of his heart will lead him to 
excuſe ; and I am ſenſible, if he brings 
it about, the conſcious pleaſure he will 


experience, reſulting from ſo good an ac- 


tion, will, in a great meaſure, recom- 
penſe his pains. He talks of folitude— 
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I have ſeen him ready to weep over a diſ- 
treſsful ſtory, in which he was by no 
means intereſted ; I have perceived him 
to be moved and animated (at hearing a 
tale of oppreſſion) with a hero's fire, and 
burning with ardour to redreſs and right 
the injured, - What ſhould ſuch a man 
do in ſolitude? He is, he muſt be, form- 
ed for ſociety. Let then the gloomy miſe 


_ anthrope plunge himſelf deep in woods 


and deſert caves; let the envious, who 
hates mankind, withdraw himſelf from 
their haunts; but ſuch a ſacrifice from 
Barclay, would be treaſon againſt Nature 


herſelf:— I cannot endure the thought 
of it. 


You will pardon, my lord, this di- 
greſſion, which the feelings of my heart 
have, as it were, inſenſibly occaſioned 

_— me 
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me to fall into,—Leſt I ſhould be guilty 
of another, I will haſten to conclude, by 
aſſuring your lordſhip how much I am 
your devoted friend and ſervant, | 


TRENCHARD. 
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CETTEA It 


Doctor HARLEY to Mr. BARCLAx. 


September 2. 


"OW induftrious have you been, 
my ever- reſpected friend, to ar- 
gue againſt your own happineſs! Ho 
artfully have you endeavoured to bring 
me into the dilemma of acknowledging 


the-propriety of your reſolutions, or con- 


— 175 own nnen 


PO a you not remember, Sir, that 
there are different men, whom Heaven 
in its wiſdom has thought proper to 
form for purſuits as various as their diſ- 
poſitions ? Tour temper has ever been a 
n one, and it were vain for you to 
* B nn ſeek 
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ſeek for happineſs in ſolitude, Neither 
is it juſtifiable in you to remove from a 
world, which if it be indeed a bad one 
has ſo much the more occafion for the 
aſſiſtance of the good. —If you love Miſs 
Creſwel, it is ſurely no crime that you 
love her: If you have no proſpect of 
obtaining her in marriage, it will, no 
doubt, be prudent in you to ſhun her 
company ; but muſt you, therefore, ſhun 
all ſociety ? I think this can by no means. 
follow. Nor can any one tell what bleſ- 
fings Providence may have to beſtow 
upon us, when we leaft expect them; 
we ſhould, therefore, wait with patience 
for a happier hour, and not, by a mad 
deſpair, anticipate miſeries to ourſelves. 
This piety and prudence equally forbid. 
I hope Mr. Barclay if not to mine, will 
at leaſt attend to zberr dictates. . 
| Tre 
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9 | Taz holy men whom you have men- 
4 tioned as withdrawing from the commerce 
2 of mankind, had they been actuated merely 
by the diſappointments which they might 
| have met with in life, would ſurely have 
deſerved little praiſe for their ſeceſſion from 
the world, when they could not enjoy any 
pleaſure in it. To yourſelf, Sir, I mult 
leave the application, 


On the whole, it appears that you are 
neceſſary to ſociety; and that to leave 
it, therefore, I muſt be permitted to ſay, 
in you would be a crime againſt human 


* kind, and againſt yourſelf, Such are 
/ my ſentiments of the matter, which I 
have ſpoken freely; and, whilſt I ſin- 
6. cerely condole with you on your brother's 
| death, and your father's indiſpoſition, I 
f cannot help reminding you, that nei- 

e ther 
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ther that brother nor that father would 
have approved of your retirement; and 
he who commanded you not to quit your 
friends and connexions for him, would 
ſcarcely approve of your doing ſo for any 
other cauſe.— I am glad the good Sir Ro- 
bert has undertaken to remonſtrate with 
you on this head. I believe you are 
convinced of his regard to you, and 1 
| hope his words will have their proper 
weight. 

As to Miſs Creſwel, if Fame reports 
her truly, ſhe is every way deſerving of 
you, and ſeems, as it were, intended for 
your counterpart. I think it is great pity 
that an union cannot be brought about be- 
tween you : yet no man can praiſe more 

than Ido that generous piece of ſelf-denial, 
which it ſeems you have practiſed, of not 
| com- 
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communicating. the ſentiments of your 
heart to one who js already engaged i 
But, to complete this admirable cha- 
racter, there is til} ſomething wanting. 
You ſhould not retire, as out of kumour 
with yourſelf for your own virtues ; but 


you ſhould ſtand to the laſt with a be- 


coming fortitude, and make head againſt 
your afflictions, inſtead of flying before 
them. Conſider what you owe to man- 
kind in general, to your friends in parti- 
cular, and yet more immediately to your- 


ſelf; and then, if all theſe duties can be 


fulfilled by ſuch reſolutions as you are in- 
clined to form, I am ready to give up 
the matter in diſpute. 


- My dear Mr. Barclay, conſider that 1 


' write not to you merely for the ſake of ſup- 
porting an argument, my heart, as well you 


B 6 know, 
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| know, is intereſted in your concerns; and 
T hope you will never have reaſon to re- 
pent attending to my counſels. Of this 
J am ſure, that none can adviſe you with 
a greater view to your good, than does 
your devoted 


HARLEY, 


Tas HAPPY DISCOVERY. 13 


LETTER LIIL. 


Sir H. Vranzy to FRANCIS Ln 
OAPI Us Eſq. 


September 5. 


O, Frank, it is come to that at laſt, 
and, it ſeems, you may bind your 
brow with mournful willow, and echo 2 


£ Tom Loves MARY PASSING WELL, 
Bur MARY SHE Loves Harky.* 
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Now may I be hanged if ever I heard 
any thing to equal the little prude. Her 
coolnefs is, indeed, eaſily now accounted 
for: ſhe would have taken fire ſooner, 
if Barclay had nerd to ſpring the 


mine. 
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mine. Pray what think you of his te- 
tirement now? Oh! theſe ly ſentimen- 
tal people are more dangerous than wild 
young fellows, and the women will truſt 
them ſooner. Now what if —but I will 
not torment thee neither. Only tell me, 
doſt thou entertain the ſame romantic 
notions of honour now as at firſt? And 
wilt thou ſtill proceed on the ſame matri- 
monial plan? I muſt confeſs, the girl 

has been artful enough to deceive even 
me; but pr'ythee, Lovegrove, doſt thou 
not begin to feel thyſelf a little ridicu- 
jous? Yet do not deſpair, nor deſtroy 
thyſelf for love, leſt thou give occaſion 


of joy and. gladneſs to the Grub-ſtreet 


garreteers, who may publiſh © A full 
and particular account of the. melan- 
J choly death and burial of Frank Love - 
« grove; ſetting forth and ſhewing, how 

| « he 


I 
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© he hanged himſelf in his own oarters, 
© for the ſake of a young woman that 


© had loſt her vartue to another man, 


© &c,” Sounds it not ſcurvily, my amo- 
rous knight? Lady Cæcilia is highly 
entertained with the diſcovery, and ſays 


ſne hopes it will be an antidote to that 


fooliſh love which we have been talking ſo 
much of; and yet ſhe is not cruel enough 
to wiſh thou mayeſt loſe thy miſtreſs, 
though ſhe would gladly have thee diſ- 


appointed of a wife. 


OBsTINATE as thou haſt been, Frank, 
thou canſt not but confeſs that her briſk 
lady ſnhip is well acquainted with the man- 
ners of both ſexes; and thou couldſt not 
poſſibly have had a better counſellor.— 
Oh! it is happy to have a ſhe- friend in 
caſes of this ſort. They are as a clue 

tO 
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to guide us through the labyrinth of 
woman. | 


, 


 A-proPos !—Lady Cæcilia has pro- 
miſed to introduce me to thy miſtreſs's 
friend, the lively Sophy. Her diſpo- 
ſition and mine muſt neceſſarily agree. 
But I wonder what ſhe does with that 


dull blockhead Hallam, tagging after 


her every where. I muſt own, I like 


her a little the worſe for it: yet, faith, 


ſhe is a good companion, and her quick 
wit is always agreeable.—But more of 


this at another opportunity. 


FaREwEI, Frank, and may the dæ- 
mon of jealouſy inſpire thee with thoughts 
worthy of one of us, leſt thou ſhouldſt 
run thy head at once into the nooſe of 

matri- 
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matrimony, and ſo become a fend, be- 
lieving, Britiſh huſband, which I have 
great reaſon to ſuppoſe will never be the 
fate of thy friend 


LET: 


* 
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| 
„ 


Sir James Barctay to Cranes Bane 


cl Av, Eſq, 5 


September 16. 


T length, my dear ſon, Providence 

has been pleaſed to reſtore me to my 
health, and to allow me the ſatisfaction 
of addreſſing my child in this tender man- 


ner. But I muſt confeſs this ſatisfaction 


is greatly damped, by the reſolution you 
ſeem to have formed, of your intending 
to ſeclude yourſelf from a world in which 
you are ſcarcely yet initiated. If I have 
withdrawn myſelf from my country and 
my friends, certainly I did it not without 
reaſon, My ruined fortunes, and un- 
happy engagements, have been ſufficient 


to 
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to prompt me to ſuch a proceeding. But 
you, my ſon, in this particular, ſhould 
not, muſt not, follow the example of 
your unhappy father, I have already 
loſt one child, let me not loſe another, 
It is impoſſible that you ſhould live to me, 
if you live not to the world, 


AnD, after all, it is likely that this ſa- 
crifice is to be made rather to a hopeleſs 
love, than to any other motive, How! 
Is this the young man ſo celebrated for 
wiſdom, and withal ſo famous for glo- 
rious ſelf-denial? Is this he, whoſe pru- 
dence was alone ſufficient to atone for all 
his father's weakneſs? And is he at laſt 
become the ſlave of paſſion ? Is this cou- 
rage? Is this fortitude ? For ſhame, rouſe 
timely from this ſoft, enervate Wer 


apc be yourſelf again. 


ALLOws« 
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_ ALLHWwiNG to the perſon you mention 
every female perfection, muſt you be 
weak, becauſe ſhe is wiſe and virtuous ? 
Muſt you run diſtra&ed, becauſe ſhe is 
beautiful? Indeed, I cannot fee the force 
of this argument. I ſpeak this to you 
with the regard of a friend; but, to pre- 
vent you from making yourſelf miſer— 


able, which would be the moſt certain 


conſequence of a recluſe life, I may be 
juſtified in uſing even the authority of a 
parent and, as ſuch, 1 enjoin you, if 
ſtill you regard my injunctions, to think 
no more of ſuch an unnatural ſecluſion. 


Wurx I cautioned you againſt truſt - 
ing the favours of men in power, when 
I warned you againſt the wiles of man- 
kind, this extreme was fartheſt from my 


thoughts. But what need have I to ſay 


more? 


A 
* 
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more? You have the good Dr. Harley, 
who (as you yourſelf obſerve) diſſuaded 
you from taking this ſtep. Attend to 
him, and in his voice hear the precepts 


of your abſent father, 


You go too far, when you ſay that 
there is not one argument which makes 


for my retirement, that does not loudly call 


on you to take the ſame ſteps.—I could 
name ſeveral. To inſtance only one of 
them. s not the ſolicitation of a pardon, 
and reſtoration to my honour and eſtates, 
attended with many circumſtances that 


make it very ungrateful to a man of ſpi- 


rit? And is not my preſent ſeceſſion, 
till this ſhall be accompliſhed, a matter 
of abſolute neceſſity ? — Far different, 
(Heaven be praiſed !) is your ſituation in 
life; ſince you are courted by all parties, 


In 
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* 


in preſent poſſeſſion of a competency, and 
loved and eſteemed by all the world. 
Cox rixuz then, my ſon, in that ſo- 
ciety, which you ſeem calculated to adorn; 
continue to fulfil the relative duties of a 
man, till it ſhall pleaſe Heaven once 


more to place you in that ſphere in which 
you ought to move, and to reſtore to you 


thoſe honours forfeited by your rr 
father, 
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LETTER LV. 


CrarLEs BARCLAY, Eſq. to Dr. HarLev. 


October 13. 


JF YIELD, my dear preceptor (for fo J 

till muſt call you) I yield to your 
arguments. Yes, I will once more launch 
out into the world, and endeavour at 
poſſeſſing myſelf of that fortitude which 
you ſo juſtly eſteem : yet, if a ſigh ſhould 


now and then heave, if a ſharp complaint 


ſhould ſometimes eſcape me, theſe muſt 
be borne. with as the frailty of humanity. 
My father's recovery has reſtored a dawn 
of joy to my deſponding ſoul, Oh! 
could that beſt of parents but be con- 
vinced by his own arguments, which ill 

| 1 
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I muſt think are ſtrong againſt him, to 
return to his country and his friends, 
how great would be my pleaſure; and, 
if I might expreſs my ſentiments freely, 
who ſo proper to attempt the pious taſk 
of perſuading him, as Dr. Harley. 
Surely, he could not long reſiſt the force 
and energy of your arguments :—Mine, 
alas! I am too certain, have proved but 
weak and inefficacious; yet hope ſtill flat- 
ters me that he will alter his reſolutions, 
and return again to his beloved country. 
—As to the difficulties objected, how 
ſoon would they vaniſh! How eaſily 
might he be reftored, and with what joy 
would I undertake thoſe humiliations on 
his behalf, which his high, unconquered 
ſpirit has ever diſdained !— 
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Six Robert Trenchard, ever a friend 
to our family, has not been wanting in 
his perſuaſions, to induce me to alter 
thoſe reſolutions of ſolitude, which I here 
abjure; and, as the firſt-fruits of my re- 
pentance, he has engaged me to do a good 
office for one of his family, which I have 
promiſed to undertake, though not en- 
tirely acquainted with the ſubject of it; 
ſince I know enough of the matter to per- 
ceive it will be a laudable action, and 
muſt depend on his honour for the reſt, 


ALL this time, good man, he knew 
not the ſource of my uneaſineſs; nor, in 
the midſt of his endeavours to comfort 
me, did he attempt to pry into the ſecrets 


of my heart: yet were his conſolations as 


well applied, and his arguments as well 


drawn, as if he had been actually ac- 


Vol. II. C quainted 
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quainted with the very circumſtances that 
perplexed me, I have many obligations 
to him, and, the leaſt I can do to return 
them, is to comply with his requeſt, which 
J apprehend to be a very reaſonable one. 
My beſt wiſhes wait on Dr. Harley, 
and his good daughter, whoſe friendſhip 
I ſhall never forget, and whoſe regard 
for me will always live in my memory, 


whilſt I am 


BARCLAY. 


LE T- 
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CUNT TER LVL 


Miſs EMILIA CRESWEL to Miſs SorHIA 
MY | HowARD. 


4 : September 17. 


ELL, my Sophy, I have at laſt 
1 gotten an advocate with my 
1 friends, but ſuch an one! The very laſt 
1 perſon, I am confident, that you would 
think on; Mr. Barclay, my dear, even 
he who talked of retiring from the world. 
He came to me, with letters from Sir Ro- 
bert Trenchard, and undertook to plead 
my cauſe with my cruel mother. Surely, 
ſuch a beneficent mind as his ſeems to be, 
could but ill have ſuited with a ſolitary 
life. But I am informed he has altered 
his reſolution, at the interceſſion of his 


8 friends, 


5% She P 


23 Tur HAPPY DISCOVERY. 
friends. He appeared to be in a ſtrange 
confuſion of ſoul, and his heart was 
ſill labouring with a ſecret anguiſh. — 
Indeed, my dear, he ſeems to be a wor- 
thy man, and an accompliſhed gentle- 
man.—Yet, ſurely, the rough blaſts of 
afflictions bore hard upon him, and 
threatened to deface a noble ſtructure. 


Ma. Lovegrove has been attacked by 
my raſh, headſtrong couſin, and 1, in 
conſequence, am now removed to R— 

from whence I date this letter, and where 


1 await, in great agitation of mind, for 


the anſwer of my mother-in-law to ſuch 
' propoſals as will be made to her by 
Mr. Barclay. I aſſure you, there is no- 
thing 1 more fincerely wiſh for than a 
reconciliation ; and I ſhould be well con- 
tented to return home to-morrow, if I 
3 5 could 
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could be aſſured of being freed from the 
deteſtable addreſſes of Sands, and of not 
being reproached for what has paſſed, If 
this can but be effected, I ſhall fit down 


reſigned, and leave the reſt to Providence. 


But you never write a word to me about 


Mr. Hallam: how comes it, Sophy, that 
you ſeem to treat him ſo lightly. le is 
certainly a ſincere and virtuous man, and 
eſteems you above all your ſex, May I 


not retort your pleaſant charge of prudery 


upon yourſelf ? Sure this would be but a 
juſt retaliation, Indeed, my heart knows 
lictle how to diſguiſe itſelf from any one, 


and leaſt of all from you. I will freely 


and ſincerely own to you, that I would 


with pleaſure give my hand to Mr. Love- 


grove; yet as ſincerely I muſt tell you, 
that, though his perſon is agreeable, his 
C2 character 
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character and temper are not, in every 
reſpect, what I could wiſh them; and 
he does not ſeem to be a man that gains 
upon his friends by their longer acquain- 
trance with him. This, perhaps, you 
may think an over-delicacy in me; but 
I declare before Heaven, I ſpeak the ſen- 
timents of my mind. Alas! I fear your 


friend is not deſtined to experience that 


happineſs, which once ſhe thought ſhe 
had reaſon to expect, in this ſublunary 
ſtate! But it is vain to exclaim and re- 
pine againſt the will of Heaven; to that 
Heaven I ſubmit myſelf, well aſſured, 
that whatever is decreed by the Diſpoſer 
of all things, is wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, dif- 
creeteſt, beft; and in this belief I hope I 
ſhall ever continue, 


20- 


N I gm, HG SI r 2 ' : 8 q 
44 q — p eee N  IE e EN I No . 5 \ 4 8 a; 4 5 3 
E 2 8 r PPC 3 2 . Wa 5 
a SFS n T r z * 8 5 


F ²˙·¹i ⅛ ²·vue ²˙ tet ÜůͤU 
WWW 
N n — NE. Th OE PT rt" ore 2 
ty 2 . Re 2 n 8 WE F 
n Pn gs Fey n 9 * 


Weg:? T S SAY 
F ˙ VA TR SYIED, OT re ou 


** 


Tas HAPPY DISCOVERY. 31 


To Miſs Howard I am (till conſtant 
in wiſhing every joy and every bleſſing; 
and in praying that ſhe may never ex - 
perience ſuch troubles as have of late 
diſturbed her 


EMIL IA. 


C4 Ly 
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LETTER LVI. | 


Miſs "oy 18 to Miſs CRESWEL, 


September 2 20. 


NDEED, my dear, I am glad you 

have fo powerful an advocate as Mr. 
Barclay. He will, doubtleſs, be a fixed 
votary in your cauſe: but can Miſs Creſ- 
wel be ignorant of the reaſon ? He will 
bring about a reconciliation with your 
motherz but can you not gueſs at his 
motives? It were a pity, indeed, ſo ex- 
cellent a man ſhould be loſt to the world; 
and it is no wonder that he has now al- 
tered his reſolutions of retirement, 


You fay he looked as if ſome anguiſh 
poſſeſſed his heart. You gueſſed aright; 
| but 


1 
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but were you not ſenſible, at the ſame 
time, that it was in your power to re- 
move it. If you know it not, L muſt be 
ſo plain with you as to tell you, that this 
very gentleman is in love. Need I ſay 
with whom ?—Miſs Creſwel knows her 
power too well.—In ſhort, I find that a 
paſſion, which he had conceived for you, 
was the chief cauſe of his diſtracted ſtate 
of mind. If then you have dealt ſincerely 
with your Sophy, it is matter of aſto- 


9 2 85 
2,8 


WING, 
6 
* 


4 niſhment that you ſhould neither be ac- 
4 quainted with this circumſtance from his 
A mouth, nor from common report, 
3 This is ſtrange !—And it ſeems as if he 
4 were determined to recommend himſelf 


4 to you, at the ſame time that he ſup- 
q Planted Mr. Lovegrove, by: promoting 
this ſo-much-defired reconciliation. If 
I this be not his deſign, it is not eaſy to 
I C 5 _— 
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ceive what 1s.—Seriouſly, my dear, it L 
is likely there is much more in his pro- 
fered friendſhip than you are aware ; 
and it would not be amiſs to be on your 
guard againſt him. Mr. Barclay, it is 
true, has ever been eſteemed a moſt vir- 
tuous, open, and ingenuous man; but 
Jove is apt to change men's diſpoſitions : 
and, as nothing is more certain than that 5 

he has long entertained a paſſion for you, 
how ignorant ſoever you may have been 4 

of the matter, ſo it is not improbable 
but that he may at length have yielded to 
its ſolicitations, and reſolved on this me- 

| thod of winning you. I know you will 
excuſe my thus intruding my advice up- 
on you.! ature you I am ſo much con- 
cerned for Miſs Creſwel's happineſs, that 
I would even hazard being called an im- 
pertinent, to do her a ſervice. 
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Bur for Heaven's fake, my dear, what 
faults have you to find with Lovegrove ? 
as I remember your regards were, in ſome 
meaſure, beftowed on him when his cha- 
racter was far from being ſo amiable as 
it now appears. Tou firſt brought him 
to ſee the folly and danger of his vices; 
you made him a convert to virtue and 
to delicacy of ſentiment. But now what 
offence has he committed, except that of 
love? And how does he ſink in your eſ- 
teem, if that eſteem be not placed on 
another object, and if you have not drawn 
diſagreeable compariſons between him and 
more exalted characters? Forgive me the 
reflexion, Emily; but indeed it is a na- 
tural one. And if the matter be not ſo; 
I cannot tell how to underſtand what, 
probably, you are not willing to make 
me acquainted with. „„ 
C 6 No.] 
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'Now, poſitively, you muſt forgive 
me, my fair friend, for theſe obſervations, 
ſince, of late, you ſeem to be more reſerved 

- and obſcure than I have been accuſtomed 
to find you : yet neither that reſerve, nor 
any other circumſtance, has been, or-ever 
will be, ſufficient to diminiſh the regard, 
or in the leaſt degree to alienate the affe 
tions of your | x 


. SOPHIA, 


LE T. 
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LETTER LVIII. 
Miſs AR ABBLILAWIILIs to Miſs HARLEY. 


September 21. 


LAS! my Nancy, all my hopes 
are vaniſhed! Yes, it is too plain 
that the beautiful, the amiable Miſs 
Creſwel poſſeſſes all his ſoul, Even now 
will he reconcile her to her friends: and 
why, but to aſk her of them in marriage, 


and fo todiſappoint the hopes of the baffled 


Lovegrove ?—But will Lovegrove ſuffer 
this? Can he forego his right and claim 


to the affections of a woman, for whom 


he has done ſo much? Or is he weak 
enough to ſuffer himſelf to be ſupplanted 
by the ſpecious pretexts of a concealed 
rival? I truſt he is not, But you, my 

| dear 
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dear friend, can give better information 
with regard to this affair 


MR. Barclay has written a letter to me, 
in which he is at great pains to excuſe 
himſelf from all engagements to me, and 
has been ſo artful as neither to own, nor 
abſolutely to deny, his inclinations for 
another: but he ſolemnly proteſts he ne- 
ver yet propoſed marriage to any one. 
By the whole drift of his epiſtle, it is eaſy 
to perceive that his affections are alienated 
from me; nor 1s it difficult to gather, that 
they are fixed on another. And all this is 
without any fault of mine. Yet oh! for- 
give the weakneſs of your friend, when 


ſhe confeſſes, that on this man who flights 


her, does her whole happineſs depend. 


UncRATEFUL as he is, ſtill muſt I 
love him —and I die if he is united tg 
another, 
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another. What remedy then, my Nancy, 


what hope remains? Can I defeat his 


purpoſe, and diſappoint his ſchemes ? 
Yet, even granting that were done, is it 
likely he will beſtow one dear regard the 
more upon me? I fear he will not. Every 
way I muſt then be miſerable! But 
write to me, my friend, and communi- 
cate every circumſtance that you can 
learn relating to this affair: for I am 
by no means the proper perſon to make 
enquiries; and if I were, I am not at 
preſent in a condition to do fo. My ſpi- 
rits are in a continued hurry, and my 
brain is quite confuſed; I muſt even 
now lay down my pen, to give myſel 
a moment of ſerenity, It is now almoſt 
midnight, and the riſing morning will 
renew the troubles of your 
ARABELLA, 
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LETTEL AK: 
Miſs HARLey to Miſs ARABELLA WIr IIs. 


September 22. 


AM ſorry, my dear Miſs Willis, be- 
yond expreſſion ſorry, to find you in 
ſuch an uneaſy ſtate of mind. Believe 
me, I moſt ſincerely ſhare in your ſor- 


rows, and would do any thing in my 


power to relieve them. But what alle- 
viation do they admit of? Surely none, 


but ſuch as your own reaſon is capable 


of adminiſtering. I am but too ſenſible, 
indeed my dear, of the force of the paſ- 
ſions in our weaker ſex, It is difficult to 
overcome them, yet I da not think it 
impoſiible, 
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You ſay, Mr. Barclay has written to 
you, in ſuch a ſtyle as ſhews you have no 
longer any ſhare in his affections. Then, 
whether they are fixed on another or not, 
there is certainly little to be hoped for 
from him: but you add, that he is even 
now recommending himſelf to Miſs Cref- 
wel. Whatever may appear to favour 


this opinion, I think there are many ar- 


guments to deſtroy it. For, in the firſt 
place, the gentleman in queſtion has ever 
behaved ia the moſt ſcrupulous manner 
in matters of this kind, and is generally 
ſuppoſed to be incapable of artifice. It 
is alſo certain, that he has never yet made 
any advances to Miſs Creſwel, how well 
ſoever he may love her. Nor is it to be 
ſuppoſed that Mr. Lovegrove will fo 
eaſily be deceived, and give any favour- 
able opportunities to a rival of taking 

from 
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from him what he has laboured ſo dearly 
to purchaſe. 


Bur, admitting all this ſhould hap- 
pen, yet if you have really loſt the affec- 
tions of your lover, permit me to aſk of 
what conſequence it can be to your peace, 
on whom he beſtows them? Miſs Creſ- 
wel, moſt undoubtedly, never wiſhed to 
inſpire him with any paſſion for her; 
and, it is moſt probable, ſhe will be very 
uneaſy when ſhe finds that he entertains 
one, —You torment yourſelf, therefore, 
with imaginary evils, and, adding them 
to real ones, you make the whole in- 
tolerable. Now if Mr. Barclay be in- 
deed engaged in ſuch a fruitleſs purſuit 
as you imagine, the moſt likely method 
to reſtore him again to you, I think, 
will be that of ſuffering him to run 
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his length, till checked, baffled, and diſ- 
appointed (as of neceſſity he muſt be in 
ſo ill-concerted an undertaking) his de- 


licacy of ſentiment and good underſtand- 


ing being equally offended, he would re- 
tire weary from the chace of a phantom, 
and, not improbably, return once more 
to her from whom he had fo unadviſedly 
ſeparated himſelf, Human nature, ever 
frail, ſees not its errors in their proper 
light, till troubles and diſappointments 
bring with them a late repentance.—So it 
may fare with him, even if what you ſul- 
pect prove true. If it ſhould not, per- 
petually to perplex him will be but a 
poor way of reclaiming his affections.— 
So that, on all hands, nothing more than 
patience can be preſcribed. Yet this is 
a bitter remedy; but it is the only one 

which 


— . — 
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which remains, except ſuch as are worſe 
than the diſeaſe, 


HoweveR, with regard to the affair 
in queſtion, you may depend that I ſhall 
make all poſſible enquiries, and tranſmit 
the reſult of them to you, —In the mean 
time, my dear Miſs Willis, endeavour to 
compoſe yourſelf, and wait with patience 
the decrees of Heaven, which ſurely ne- 
yer intended to make ſo worthy a heart 
as yours unhappy. pre 


1 Too have my difficulges ; but I have 
confidence that ſhortly they will vaniſh, 


and leave that tranquility of mind (which 
I have ever wiſhed to you) to be the 4 95 


tion of your devoted 


ANNE HARLEY, 
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ILS Nrn. 


FRAN CIS LovEGRove, Eſq. to Sir 
H. VERN EV. 


| September 24. 


oO leſs wonderful than true, Sir 
Harry! It is certainly ſo; and I 
ſhall go diſtracted. I have found, by 


intercepting letters, that my ſuſpicions 


are true. It is plain, that this is all a 
ſcheme of Barclay's; but I am not ſo 
certain that I ſhall be able to overthrow 
a plan ſo deep laid, if (as J iuppole) 
Emily really loves him. And that ſhe 
does, | think, is plain from that coolneſs 
which, though entirely dependant on 
me, ſhe has of late affected towards me. 


—Yes, I am deſpiſed and lighted for 


this 
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this idol of perfection, this faultle/5 mon- 
ſter, whom I never ſo much as thought 
ſhe was acquainted with. Is it not 
ſtrange that Sir Robert Trenchard, my 
kinſman, ſhould furniſh him with letters 
for his purpoſe ? And is it not ſtill more 
ſtrange, that I ſhould be ſo blind and 
unſuſpecting as to ſuffer him to introduce f 
himſelf to Emily? | 


Bur if it be ſo—Nay, I am poſitive 
it is ſo—Can any revenge be too ſevere 
for both of them? As to the deſtroyer 
of my peace, ſurely I can deal with him. 
But then my Emily—Were it not cruel to 
wreak my vengeance on one ſo entirely in 
my power, and would not my honour ſuf- 
fer by deceiving her ? Beſides, I will own 
my weakneſs. The poſſeſſion of her per- 
ſon is not all that I ſeek. No—1I ſhall 

be 
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be unhappy if ſhe be not mine for ever 3 
and, in ſpite of every obſtacle, ſne muſt 


and ſhall be mine. No propoſal will I 


liſten to; no ſpecious terms of recon- 
ciliation ſhall be accepted, which may 
deprive me of the treaſure that I ſo much 
value; and Barclay, returning from his 
fruitleſs embaſſy, ſhall be called to a 
ſtrict account for his deceitful plots. 


As yet I have not ſaid a word of this 
to Emily; nor will I, till he arrives: 
but then my long-ſmothered paſſion ſhall 
have vent, and I will openly charge 
them both with their baſeneſs. Think 
you that Barclay's ſanctity ſhall ſcreen 
him, or eloquence avail him, at that cri- 
tical hour, Oh! no! By Heaven, I 
will make him own his treachery, or tear 
the ſecret from his falſe heart.—Was it 


for 
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for this I have toiled and watched ? Was 
it for this I have taken ſuch pains to de- 
liver Emily from her mother's tyranny, 
and to win her to my arms? But I muſt 
not loſe her thus. Warned as I am of 
the danger, I will certainly prevent it; 
and, if once I take Emily to my arms, 
I believe there is but little danger of my 
becoming 4 fond, believing, Britiſh huſ- 
band. No, my friend, whatever be my 
fortune, that credulous character ſhall 
never be mine. But you are ever ſevere 
upon marriage ;—yet certainly there are 
inſtances where it has proved conducive 
to felicity, Nor can I now be happy 
without the poſſeſſion of my Emily, and 
that not only for a time, but during life. 
Think you ſhe will ſubmit to become my 
miſtreſs ?—I am convinced of the contrary. 
Therefore I muſt marry her, or I muſt 
1 remain 
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remain for ever miſerable : yet, whenever 
1 mention ſo near and dear an union, ſhe 
= ſeems to ſtart back, as it were, affrighted, 

and gives perpetually freſh grounds for 
my ſuſpicions. 


WEE 
— x ey 


= I MvsT dive yet farther into this myſ- 


' IR tery, before I can determine upon any 
= regular plan of action. As ſoon as that 


is done, you may expect to hear farther | 
from 
= LOVEGROVE, 
Vo l. II. D LE Te 
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LETTER IXI. 


 CnanLes BarcLay, Eſq. to Dr. Harty. 


September 25. 


T OW unexpected an event ſince 1 


laſt wrote to you, my dear tutor, 


has employed my thoughts. Vou may 


remember I then informed you, that I 
had undertaken what I deemed an office 
of humanity, for ſome of the friends of 


Sir Robert Trenchard. My word being 


paſſed to perform this, the baronet told 
me, it was only to reconcile to her friends 
a young lady, who had lately eloped from 
them, named Miſs Creſwel. I was ſur- 


priſed, but concealed (as well as I could) 


my aſtoniſhment, and proceeded to un- 
dertake 
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dertake the buſineſs, which I am now 


ſetting forward to perform, with all that 


fortitude you have fo ſtrongly recom- 
mended, 


Previous to this, I have ſeen both 
the-lady and Mr. Lovegrove. The for- 
mer I found very melancholy and de- 
jected; her beautiful features appearing 
clouded over with care, and her whole 


air expreſſed a ſeeming diſcontent and 


uneaſineſs.— When I delivered my let- 
ters, and ſpoke of a reconciliation, ſhe 
ſeemed eager for it; but Mr. Lovegrove 
was far from being fo. He tenderly 
preſſed her hand, and he conjured her to 


be mindful of his ardent paſſion, and to 


do nothing that might injure his love, or 


| endanger his loſing her for ever. Sir 


Robert's arguments, however, which the 
D'2 fair- 
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fair-one ſeconded, at length prevailed U 
and it was agreed on that I ſhould go, 
charged with their letters and with his, 
to endeavour at conciliating matters with 
Mrs. Creſwel, to whom the beautiful 
Emily promiſes to return, on condition 
that ſhe ſhall be no more importuned, in 
behalf of a man whom ſhe hates, but left 
at liberty to ſpend the remainder of her 
minority in a ſingle ſtate. And, doubt- 
leſs, when ſhe comes of age, ſhe will 
marry Oe. 


Hap I not great reſolution, think you, 
Dr. Harley, to hear theſe propoſals made, 
and ſee Lovegrove preſſing and careſſing 
her with a thouſand endearments ? Yet I 
have endured all this, and am even now 
proceeding to procure the happineſs of 
Miſs Creſwel, though it ſhould be at the 
expence 
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expence of my own. Yet many a ſigh: 
heaves from my troubled breaſt, and L 
experience a thouſand pangs, whilſt I am 
performing this painful piece of ſelf- 
denial. 


Bur I have reſolved that J will gain 

a victory over my paſſions, whatever the 
conſequence: may colt me; and, to prove 
it, I will moſt. faithfully execute this 
commiſſion of my rival's, be inſtrumen- 
tal to the felicity of Miſs Creſwel, and 
then ingenuouſly declaring at once my 
hopeleſs love, and my reſolution of over- 
coming it, I will induſtriouſly. avoid 
every occaſion of ſeeing her more. 
Yet will J enjoy the ſocial ſweets of life 
amidſt my friends, and in my native 
country; whither I will yet once more 
D 3 ſolicit 
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ſolicit my father to return, and ſhare 

them with me.—Such effects have your 

friendly conſolation and counſel wrought 
| | 


upon your | 


BARCLAY. 


. 6 
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15 


LETTER IXII. 


Mr. en to Mile e 


September 28. : 


TILL, my Nancy, I cannot believe 
Miſs Creſwel is true to her Love- 
grove ; ; though it is not unlikely but this 
ſcheme may have been laid by Barclay, 
to get an opportunity of ſpeaking to the 
lady, and to endeavour at ſupplanting his 
rival: yet even this ſuits not with his 
character, nor is the ſtratagem likely to 
ſucceed with one ſo conſtant. 


Bur who is Lovegrove ? The nephew 


to lord viſcount B-. Indeed! That is 


ſtrange. I never heard his brother had 
D 4 more 
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more than one child, and I am moſt cre- 
dibly informed, that he died abroad, 
However, it his lordſhip acknowledges 
him for an heir, that is a matter which 
concerns none of us: 1 mention it only 
to prove, how eaſily the world may be 
deceived in matters relating to private 
families. 


BuT, my dear, theſe vague anſwers of 
your father are unaccountable, and are 
not conſiſtent with: the general tenour of 
his behaviour. I burn with impatience to 
| fee you, and I cannot be thus repulſed. — 
If your next letter bring me not tidings 
of an alteration in his reſolutions reſpect- 
ing me, I will write to him myſelf, and 
endeavour to move his compaſſion in fa- 


vour of the unhappy 
CLEVELAND. 
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LETTER LIC 


Lady CAcIIIA WALTHAM to Sir H. 
VERNEY. 


September 28. 


AM glad, however, that the poiſon. 

begins to work. We ſhall be able 
ſoon, I doubt not, to render the prude 
unfit for the arms of her Barclay, Yet 
I would not have Lovegrove marry her * 
that there will be no occaſion for; but 
ſne muſt not return to her mother's, at: 
leaſt, till ſhe receives her back with 


ſhame. Indeed, Sir Harry, you have 


not yet known the grounds of my po- 
licy. It was not for nothing that I 
begged to be admitted of your council. 
The Creſwel family you know, indeed, 

Ds I 


FS Tur HAPPY DISCOVERY: 


I ever hated; yet know you not the foun- 
dation of that hatred, and, I am well al- 
ſured, you are ſupremely ignorant of the 
fatal effects it will produce: but, what- 
ever they be, I have no doubt of your re- 
joicing in them. 

FaRrTHER, it may ſeem ſtrange to 
you, that I ſeem now to take a pleaſure 
in the difappointment of my old friend; 
Mr. Barclay, and have no concern for 
his happineſs, by whoſe father I was ca- 
reſſed and beloved. 1 


Bur theſe things may, at preſent, beſt 
remain in obſcurity. Tell me only the 
extent of your regard for Lovegrove. 1 
have a particular reaſon for aſking this 
queſtion, and expect a ſerious anſwer to 
it. Lou mult not wonder at this, ſince 

; it 
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it comes from a woman. You know we 


are all ſtrange unaccountable creatures; 
but you mult give us the preference in 


ſcheming ; and, when this affair 1s com- 


pleted, you will ſay Cæcilia Waltham was 
a very Machiavel, 


BuT I muſt not praiſe mylelf too 


much, left I ſhould fall in the eſteem of 


thoſe from whom I may expect this 
tribute. 


Poor Arabella Willis grows more and 
more dejected. I think Barclay will be 
the death of that girl. Such are the ef- 
fects of his virtues and good qualities. 
Indeed, baronet, it will be difficult for 
you, with all the diſpoſition you have 


for it, to do ſo much miſchief, as it is 


D 6 likely 
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Jikely he will do; but of this hereafter, —- 

At preſent; you have nothing to do, 
but to encourage the jealouſy of Loye- 
grove, and follow the counſel of 


 CACILIA WALTHAM: 
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E 


Sir H. VERN EY to Lady Czcilia 
WALTHAM. 


October 4. 


OUR ladyſkip i is indeed very deep 

in politics, and I muſt confeſs my- 
ſelf too ſhallow to comprehend your de- 
figns. This, however, I will be bold to 
ſay, that any miſchief done to the Creſ- 
wel family will by no means diſpleaſe me. 
You know both the mother and daughter 
were inſolent enough to refuſe my prof- 
fered alliance; and the young prude 
ſpeaks of me, to this day, with the ut- 
moſt contempt. I find there is an inti- 
timate connexion between her and your 
eld acquaintance, Sophy Howard. That 
19 
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is a lively girl, and I could like her very 
well for a bed-fellow: I wonder what 
ſhe thinks to make of that dull-pated fel- 
low, Hallam; not an huſband, ſure! 
Well, for ſpirit and manner, I'll de 
fworn I think ſhe might as well marry 
one of the giants at Guildhall.— 


Bur now, as to your queſtion about 
Lovegrove.— Indeed, I once had ſome 
little regard for him, as a merry fellow 


and a boon companion; but your lady- 


ſhip may very well remember, how he 
ſeparated himſelf from our parties, to 


dance after his painted puppet here, that 


led him ſuch a dance: nor did he apply 
to me, till fick of the chace. If then I 
aſſiſted him with my advice, it was rather 
from my diſlike of the Creſwel family, 


and my love of what your lady ſhip, in a 
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truly feminine ſtyle, is pleaſed to call 
miſc bief, than from any conſideration of 
remaining friendſhip. 


Tus I have ingenuouſly anſwered 
your queſtion ; yet, as I know not how 
he has offended you, nor of what uſe it 
can be to torment him, I ſhould think 
this buſineſs might be managed without 
any ways facrificing Frank, or his inte- 
reſts ; but that matter I ſhall ſubmit to 
your ladyſhip*s guidance, Meanwhile I 
ſhall, on every account, diſſuade him from 
marrying the girl, and, in that particu- 
lar, moſt certainly I ſhall ſerve him: for 
who would purchaſe what is already his 
own by conqueſt. BET: 


However, if lady Cecilia Waltham 
brings about what ſhe has promiſed, 
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whatever be her motives of action, and 
whatever her manner of proceeding, 1 


ſhall, indeed, acknowledge her to be a 


Machiavel in p— 


Bur pray, is not your Jadyſhip related 
to this family, whoſe deſtruction you ſeem 
to wiſh ſo ardently. Indeed, I am quite 
al a fault, as the fox-hunters ſay by their 
hounds, and can make nothing of all this 
plan. This 1 expect you to eſteem as 
the greateſt compliment that can poſſibly 
be paid by your ladyſhip's eternally de- 
voted 


H. VERNEY. 
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LETTER LXV. 
WILLIAM Mains, Eſq. to the E. of M—. 


October 8. 


HE ſtory which you have related 

to me is, indeed, ſurpriſing. And 
is it poſſible, that the young man too 
ſhould be ignorant of a matter that may 
ſo nearly concern him ?—For my part, I 
proteſt before Heaven, ' that I have not 
the leaſt objection to the manner in which 
your lordſhip intends to proceed in his 
regard ;—it were pity, however, that the 
youth ſhould have entertained vain hopes 
of aſpiring to an earldom; and it was 
well done of your lordſhip, to check and 
cut off ſuch expectations: but, what ap- 
pears the moſt extraordinary in all this 
affair 
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| affair is, that you ſhould yourfelf be ab- 
| folutely ignorant of his deſcent, You 
have, indeed, given ſufficient reaſons 
why this myſtery ſhould ſleep till his 
nuptials, left the ſtory ſhould throw any 
croſſes in his way. 


Bur, I think, I have ſomewhere heard 
mention made of the man you ſpoke of, 
as the only perſon who could be ſuppoſed 
capable of unravelling this myſterious af- 
fair. I will make all poſſible enquiries 
about him; and, as my curioſity is in 
{ fome meaſure raifed, ſhall be ener 
e if Ry ſucceed. | 


I SHOULD be glad, likewiſe, if your 
lordſhip would make me acquainted with 
the reſult of the treaties carried on with 

| Mrs. Creſwel. She is a cruel and obſti- 
| nate 
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ftinate woman, and, it is moſt likely, 
will conſent to no terms, but ſuch as are 
of her own propofing ; while Lovegrove 
will, no doubt, be loth to part with the 
prize he is in actual poſſeſſion of. How- 
ever theſe things may fall out, I am fully 
convinced that lord B—— will act gene- 


rouſly by the youth, and do juſtice to his 
own relations. 


F AREWEL, my lord, when it ſuits you 
to make a little excurſion into the coun- 
try, all your friends at M— will be glad 
to ſee you, and none more ſo than your 
tver- devoted couſin and ſervant, 


W. MAINE. 


5 LE T- 


68 Tus HAPPY DISCOVERY: 


LETTER LXVI. 


Mr, Goopwinto CHARLES Bar- 
| CLAY, Eſq, 


October . 


HE news of your indiſpoſition, 
dear Sir, much concerns me: but 
I fear you have been yourſelf, in ſome 


meaſure, the cauſe of it. Lou carried. 
your notions of heroiſm to too high a 


pitch. To endeavour at forgetting a 
miſtreſs, to reſolve never to ſee her more, 
this indeed might be done: but to carry 
on treaties for her rival, to attempt the 
promotion of his intereſts, and at once to 
declare your paſſion, and abjure it at her 
feet, this was too much; if not more 


than mortal, perhaps, ever did, it was 


more 
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more than a man could reaſonably expect 
to go through. 


Nox muſt you ſuppoſe after all, my 
friend (ſuch is the ſuſpicious nature of 
mankind) that Lovegrove will believe 
you have acted on motives ſo diſintereſted, 
ſo generous.— I ſpeak not this as one who 
thinks to diſappoint you in your hopes 
of praiſe, No- am too ſenſible that 
Mr. Barclay acts not on ſuch principles 
I would only caution him not to be ſur- 
priſed, if he ſhould meet with a treat- 
ment directly the reverſe of what he de- 
ſerves, and caution him againſt any thing 
that may happen. Lovegrove is of a jea- 
lous diſpoſition; and it would be very 
difficult to convince him of an exalted 
piece of heroiſm like this. Permit me to 
ſay, that, if he has been characteriſed 
| aright 


— — 


99 Tur HAPPY DISCOVERY. 


aright to me, he is one who conſiders the 
world in a light far different from that in 
which you view it; and, conſequently, 
muſt often attribute mens actions to dif- 


ferent motives from thoſe which you 
would deem them to ſpring from. — After 
all, who knows his real deſigns with re- 
gard to Miſs Creſwel, or how that affair 
may end, it he perceives no likelihood 
of obtaining that fortune with her, which 
ſhe has always been ſuppoſed to com- 
mand. Your over-nice honour, for 
aught you know, my friend, may prove 


the means of hurting the very perſons 
whom you want to ſerve. 


You will excuſe, Sir, the freedom 
that I take of expoſtulating with you on 


theſe ſubjects, when you conſider it as 
an effect of that friendſhip which I have 


ever 
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ever been proud to boaſt. You have 


taken Dr. Harley's advice (and allow me 


to ſay it was mine alio) of returning to 
your ſocial connexions, and every one 
that knows you is obliged to you for 
ſo doing ;—perhaps it might not be amiſs 
now, it you were to take this farther 
counſel of a friendly heart, which is, 
not to carry your heroiſm beyond huma- 
nity, and to regard your health, as that 
on which the well-being of many may, 
in after-times, depend ! Theſe two things 
I particularly mentioned, as you are the 
moſt likely, of all mankind, to ſuffer 
for want of paying due attention to 
them, WY. 


Havinc already delivered the ſen- 
timents of my heart relating to your 
affairs, 
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. Cs 


affairs, I ſhall lengthen out this letter no 
- farther, than by aſſuring you how much 
I am your ſincere friend, 
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LETTER LXVII. 


Miſs EMILIA CRESWEL to Miſs SorhiIx 
| HOWARD. 


October 12. 


R. Barclay, my dear, has returned 
ſucceſsleſs from his enterpriſe. 
My mother will conſent to receive me on 
no other conſideration, than that of 
throwing myſelf entirely upon her mer- 
cy: and Mr. Lovegrove ſwears he will 
have no ſurrendering on diſcretion; that is 
his. phraſe : though, for my own part, 
I think I could almoſt ſubmit to any 


thing, rather than remain as I am, en- 


tirely at his diſcretion, 


_Waurar ſtrange reflexions have you 


'made, Sophy ! And how could you ever 


Vor. II. 1 imagine 


74 Tus HAPPY DISCOVERY. 


imagine that I would give encourage- 
ment to another, whilſt I was no longer 
allowed my own miſtreſs by my parent, 
and abſolutely under a roof of Mr. Love- 
grove's? Indeed, I can ſcarcely forgive 
you the ſuppoſition ; but your lively tem- 
per muſt excuſe all. 


HowEVER, you were right in your 
firſt remark.— Les, Sophy, Mr. Barclay 
loved me. — And, at the ſame time that 
he let me know he loved, he abjured a 
paſſion, which, he ſaid, he foreſaw could 
be productive of no good to any, and 
might be the ſource of much trouble to 


me. -A godlike man, my friend, and 
ſuch an one as I could ſcarcely have 


thought to exiſt. 
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Ma. Lovegrove knows not, as yet, 
of this declaration; when he comes to 
hear it, what a ſublime opinion muſt he 
entertain of this man? And he ſhall hear 
4 it from me, my Sophy: I will do juſtice 
1 to the character of a man, who is unhappy 
\ for my fake !— | 


Taz refult of all, I believe, will be, 
3 my removal to Sir Robert Trenchard's, 
9 where [ muſt wait till T come of age, and 
then What then ?—I really believe I 
ſhall be contented to lead a ſingle life. 
Do not call this prudery: my heart is a 
7 ftranger to it; but the vexations I have 
experienced have proved fo fatal to my 
peace, that my'troubles have been, as it 
were, the tomb of my affections. 


F 
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- Yov demand my objections to the cha- 
racter of Mr. Lovegrove, or what offence 
he has given me of late ?—I anſwer, of- 
Fence he has given me none, except only 
in conveying me from my mother's hou ſe, 
which I am now fully convinced he did, 
by a preconcerted ſcheme, and which has 
been to me the occaſion of much uneaſi- 
neſs, —But as to his character, temper, 
and manners, I anſwer, that I find him 
fiery and untractable, and can perceive 
but too plainly, that the ſeeds of vice are 


not entirely eradicated from his breaſt. It 


is therefore I ſaid, he is far from gaining 
upon any one by a long acquaintance.— 
Such are my notions of this ardent lover, 
from whoſe protection I now ſhould wiſh 
to be removed; though indeed, I muſt 
own, chat he behaves with the greateſt 
decorum, viſiting me only by permiſſion, 
6 and 
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and ſhewing great deference to every 


thing that I ſay : yet it is to be remem- 
bered, that I ſubſiſt entirely upon his 
bounty; and this, you will eaſily imagine, 
to be a very diſagreeable conſideration, 


to one of my turn of my mind ; nor muſt 
longer ſubmit to it. To-morrow I ex- 
pect to ſee him, and conſult what courſe 
is-to be taken, in conſequence of the meſ- 
ſage from my mother : then will I make 
him acquainted with theſe my reſolutions, 
Sir Robert will receive me, I know he 
will: and, fince matters are not likely 
to be accommodated at home, to him 


mult I retire, and remain under his pro- 
tection. 


Can you blame me, my friend, for 
adopting this conduct? Somewhat of a 


imilar nature, as I think, you adviſed. 


= 3 Neceſſity 
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Neceſſity compels me now to take mea- 
ſures, which then I was fearful of engag- 
ing in. Adieu, Sophy! I will write 
again, when I know the event of this 
matter, which ſo nearly concerns your 


m 


EMILY, 
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LETTER LXVIII. 


CHARLES BARCLAY, Eſq. to Miſs 
EMIilLliA CRESWEL. 


October 13. 


SSURE yourſelf, madam, that I 
will {till do every thing to promote 
your happineſs ; {till will I labour in your 
cauſe. —And I aſſure you, I ſhould long 
ſince have conſulted with Sir Robert, but 
that a violent indiſpoſition has prevented 
my returning into the country. Need I 
tell Miſs Creſwel the cauſe of it? It aroſe 
from the deep impreſſion which our late 
converſation left upon my mind, the 
traces of which, it is probable, no length 
of time will ever be able to eraſe, —It is 
inconceivable what I have ſuffered on 


E. 4 your 
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your account; yet I dare not even aſk 
you to pity me. Unhappy ſituation this 
of the feeling heart, which languiſhes 
with what it dares not diſcloſe. This 
once only, allow my pen to repeat, what 
my tongue has already made you ac- 
quainted with, that I love you to diſtrac- 
tion ; that the flame, fanned by your pre- 
ſence, has almoſt drank up my blood 
and that I am ready to fall a victim to a 
paſſion, the moſt pure that ever warmed 
a human breaſt, —But you know the fixed 
reſolution which we both have made.— 
Yet remember, that I am but man, frail 
man, made up of ardency and impa- 
tience,— | | 


Bur prudence here commands me to 
break off, ſince it is for our mutual intereſt 
that I ſhould do ſo; and Heaven witneſs 

5 for 
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for me that I will, to the beſt of my 
abilities, keep inviolate thoſe vows, 
which, in the ſincerity of my heart, 1 
breathed forth before you. Meanwhile, 
Miſs Creſwel may depend that ſhe has a. 
conſtant advocate, and a moſt tender 
friend, in her devoted. 


BARCLAY: 
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LETTER LXIX. 


Sir Roszxr TRENCHARD to CH RY PR 


BarcLaAyr, Eſq. 


October 1 5. 


T has given me great uneaſineſs, my 
worthy friend, to hear that you have 


not ſucceeded to your wiſh, in your over- 


tures to that inexorable woman; but ſtill 
greater to find that you have been indiſ- 
poſed. - Vou have, 1 doubt not, fatigued 
yourſelf greatly, and made the cauſe which 
you ſolicited your own.— 


I NEED not aſk your excuſe for en- 
gaging you ſo abruptly in this ſcheme, 
fince I was ſo well acquainted with the 
* of your heart, that I had little 


doubt 
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doubt but the taſk would,. in the.end, be. 


a pleaſing one. 


Bur is it true that Lovegrove com- 
plains of, that Emily's affections begin 
to cool. towards him ? That, methinks, . 
I ſhould be ſorry to hear, for his heart is 
certainly ſet on her: ſhe alſo firſt. occa- 


ſioned a reformation in his manners, which 


all his friends were rejoiced to ſee. But, 
ſnould he be diſappointed in his love, 
moſt aſſuredly he will never marry; and 


it were pity ſuch an one as he (the heir to 
a great family) ſhould waſte his youth in 


a courſe of riot and diſſipation. 


 InpeeD, I know no better method that 


can be taken, than that which you have 
hinted, of placing the young lady with 
me, till ſhe is of age to chuſe for herſelf. 
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As her guardian, I have a right to de- 
mand this: as a friend, if it be agreeable 
to her, I will claim that right. In me 

ſhe will find a parent's care; and it is poſ- 
| ſible my ſiſter may not prove a diſagree- 
able companion to her. | 


Taz ſooner I have the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing you here, it will be the better, as I 
ſhall expect the anſwer which will be re- 
turned by Miſs Emily, with ſome impa- 
tience. But be cautious not to injure 
your health by any ſudden journey, or 
endanger a relapſe, ſince this would be 
paying a price infinitely too dear for the 
_ gratification of my eagerneſs, ſince your 
health and welfare will ever he the prin- 
eipal care and wiſh of your moſt fincere 
friend, 1 tate. ohÞA 15 
Pie TRENCHARD. 
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LETTER LK; 
Jo JERNEGAN to Mrs. CRESWEL, 


October 18. 
MAD ARM, 

HEN your ladyſhip receives 

this, you will underſtand that 

many enquiries have been made about 

me, which I do not at all like of: — Be. 

cauſe, I believe, ſome ſervices which 1 

have done for you, may not be ſo well to 

be looked into} For I have been very un- 

eaſy in that reſpect, ever ſince the young 

gentleman was taken fo ſuddenly away: 
for if that buſineſs. ſhould come to light, 

it might not be of the greateſt ſervice to 

vou nor me. FIRM | 


TRE 
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Tas perſons who took ſo much pains 
in aſking about me ſo much, I find came 
from Sir William Maine; and what could 
be wanting with me from that quartet ? 
And, indeed, I look upon Sir William 
to be one of thoſe buſy people, who are 
fond of meddling ; yet I cannot conceive 
that there can be any thing of this known 
to him neither ; for why? It is not known 
to the gentleman concerned. But *tis ill 
truſting too much; and what could a great 
man, like him, want of me, but ſome miſ- 
chief? However, ſilence is the word, let 
what will come of it: fo, at any rate, 
you ſhall not need to fear what comes from 
me. I have nothing more at heart than 
your ladyſhip's ſervice, for which you pay 
me nobly, and may always command, 
your's till death, 20 51 
J. JERNEGAN. 


L E T- 
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LETTER LXXI. 
Mrs. CRESsWEIL to JohN JERNEGAN. 


October 22. 
« Honeſt John, 


OUR care is very agreeable to me; 
but I would by no means have you 
frighten yourſelf about the affair that you 
mention. Every circumſtance will, doubt- 
leſs, render it impoſſible for any one to 
come to the knowledge of that bufineſs, 
except from your mouth or mine. His 
youth, indeed, might alone be your ſe- 
curity. Nor could he who took him be 
any ways acquainted with his name or 
family. 


IxpEEn, 
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INDEED, it was a good buſineſs done, 
and I begin to wiſh Emily had followed 
his fortunes ;. for ſhe is perverſe and head- 
ſtrong, like the reſt of the family. If I 
could have matched her with Sands, I 
ſhould have been glad. I would, indeed, 
have propoſed her to my nephew, but 
particular reaſons made againſt it.— 
Sands, however, would have made me 
ſo handſome a compliment, that my 
kinſman's circumſtances might have been 
the better for it: but now all hopes of 
that are over, and I have nothing to do, 
but to drive her to ſuch courſes, as may 
give her trouble in the recovery of her 
fortune: I have, therefore, refuſed to re- 
ceive her home again,. except on ſuch 
terms as I well know ſhe will not accept. 
And ſo far all goes right. —Lovegrove, 
I know, will be eager and impatient, and 
. A: 
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a clandeſtine marriage, or ſomething worſe, 
will be the conſequence. Perhaps I may 
have farther employment for you, on her 
account: till when I remain, honeſt John, 
your ſincere friend, 


E. CRESWEL, 


LE r. 


9 Tur HAPPY DISCOVERY. 


LETTER LXXII. 


Lord B—— to Sir WILLIAM MAINZ. 


October 25. 


S it not ſtrange that this Jernegan 
ſhould abſcond; he is certainly afraid 


of ill conſequences : but he muſt be found 
out, and the whole myſtery, by ſome 


means, drawn from him.—You may, | 


perhaps, be ſurpriſed, that I ſhould be 
contented to remain ſo long in ignorance 
of my reputed kinſman's real deſcent ; 
but, to ſay the truth, I thought myſelf 
ſo certain of his being the ſon of a Cor- 
niſh gentleman, that I took the liberty of 
writing him word, that I knew where he 
might find his child, whom he had loſt. — 


He 
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He came to —— a conference enſued ; 
in which I found myſelf to have been 
greatly deceived in my conjectures, as 
neither the time, place, perſon, nor age 
of my ſuppoſed kinſman, anſwered to 
the deſcription of his ſon. But the moſt 
obvious difference was, that the loſt child 
was marked with a large mole upon his 
thigh; but Lovegrove bears a ſmall one 
on his right ſhoulder, together with a 
deep ſcar on his left arm; marks by which 
his relations, whoever they be, may un- 
doubtedly eaſily recollect him. The very 
miſtake which I have made, has ariſen 
from ſome obſcure hints, thrown out by 
this very man, with whom (as I believe 


I have told you) J had once before con- 
verſed, | 


Bur 
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Bur I am ſtill in the ſame mind, Sir 
William, of mentioning nothing concern- 
ing this matter to the young man, till J 
ſee how this marriage negociation will ter- 
minate.—Though I muſt own, I have 
much to fear from his impetuoſity of tem- 
per.— His birth, however, needs not to 
be known to his bride, unleſs he ſhall 
Pleaſe to communicate it to her; yet I 
ſhall take care to inform her that he is not 
heir to my title and eſtate, although I ſhall 
leave him a handſome fortune. It would 
be well, in the mean time, if we could 
contrive to diſcover his real parentage, and 
at once inform him of his miſtaken and 
his real origin. By this method, every 
end we can propoſe will be anſwered, and 
T ſhall enjoy a ſignal pleaſure in tie part 
which I have ſuſtained in this affair, —The 
real heir of our family will be agreeably 

{ur- 
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ſurpriſed, and all things will anſwer as I 


would have them. The nuptial-feaſt ſhall - 


then be celebrated at my houſe in town, 


and Sir William's company there will be 


eſteemed the higheſt obligation, by his 
devoted friend, 
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LETTER LXXIIL 


| Francis LOVEORO VE, Eſq. to Sir 
HARRY VERNEY, 


October 26. 


Y Heavens! my friend, *tis fo: [I 

am jilted, cozened, betrayed, by a 
falſe, faithleſs, hypocritical woman, nay, 
by a girl, not yet arrived to the age of 
maturity, Oh! I could curſe my fond 
credulity, and rail at myſelf for an age. | 
But this avails not, and other meaſures 
muſt be taken; for I will have revenge, 
if it is to be met with on earth, nay, if I 
ſhould fetch it from the infernal regions, 


To tell you my whole ſtory in few 
words, Barclay, that hypocrite Barclay, 
has 
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has meanly ſupplanted me in the affections 
of my miſtreſs, nay, of my wife, as once 


I intended to make her. They are far 


gone in a ſecret correſpondence together; 
and this was his motive for meddling in 
her affairs, and undertaking to promote 
a reconciliation with her mother. That, 
however, has failed; but yeſterday I 
found from the ſervant (who waits on her 
by my order) a letter“ written in terms 
tender and paſſionate, which has convinced 
me of the truth of my ſuſpicions, and ren- 
dered me extremely unhappy. | 


W1THovuT coming to any explanation 
with the falſe one, I have conveyed her 
to the Houſe in the Wood , which you 
85 N are 
Meaning Letter LXVIII. 


+ For the deſcription of this houſe, ſee Let- 
ter LXXVII. of this volume. 
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are well acquainted with; And there ſhe 
Mall remain, ſtrictly looked after, till! 
can join her. Not a lover, not a flatterer, 
no, not even a female friend ſhall be per- 


mitted to viſit her. 


Yzs, Sir Harry, I am now every thing 


that you can wiſh me; no longer the 


whining lover, no longer the weak adorer 
of a fickle female: no, I reſume the man. 
Emily neither intends her perſon nor her 
fortune to be poſſeſſed by me; now 
ſhould I, by every artifice, by every pre- 
vailing argument that young deſire can 
prompt, ſecure to myſelf the poſſeſſion 
of thoſe beauties, for which my ſoul fo 
long has languiſhed, and which ſhe has 
deſtined for another's arms: Oh! this 


once done, were, indeed, a glorious and 


a ſweet revenge. * hen would ſhe, kneel- 
: Wy 


Tur HAPPY DISCOVERY. 97 


ing at my feet, requeſt that mercy 
which ſhe deſerves not, and which, if I 
granted to her earneſt prayers and entrea- 
ties, I ſhould be moſt certainly accounted 
the moſt generous of men, 


Now, if you have yet any regard re- 
maining for your friend, aſſiſt me; and 
let Lady Cæcilia alſo oblige me with 
her counſel : for there is nothing like con- 


ſulting with a woman how to deal with 
her own ſex, 


Indzzp, my dear friend, I bluſh to 
think how like a knight-errant I have be- 
haved, and how ſtupidly I have lighted 
your good advice : but henceforth I am 
wholly your's and her ladyſhip's ;—order 
me as you pleaſe, do with me what you 
will ;—inſtru&t me but how to gain the 

IL - F poſ- 
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poſſeſſion of my falſe fair one, and I will 
be obedient as a child to you: for, by 
heaven, my brain is in ſuch confuſion 
at preſent, that I am far from being in a 
condition to lay, ſchemes ; yet I glow with 
a deſire of revenge, which I muſt, ſome 
way. or other, find the means of gratify- 
ing; and, till it is gratified, I am well 

aſſured, Sir Harry, there will be no hap- 
pineſs for your friend 


LOVEGROVVE. 


LE T- 
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LET TEK LAEKEY. 
Sir H. VERNEY to F. LovecRove, Eſq, 


Ottober 3x. 


A ND is ſhe certainly falſe at laſt, 
X Lovegrove? Is there proof poſi- 
tive of the jilt's defection? - Nay, then 
it is all over with thee indeed. Poor 
Frank! how I pity thy unhappy fitua- 
tion! But let us examine the matter, 
Pray how. doft find thyſelf ? Angry, 
warm, confuſed, jealous. —Poſitively, in 
love ſtill, —Guilty, upon my honour, 
Faith, now I wiſh thou hadſt not ac- 
knowledged thyſelf to be an aſs, merely 
that I might have had the ſupreme ſatis- 
faction of proving thee to be one: but 
thou art ſo ſubmiſſive, and ſo penitent, 
| F 2 that 
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that I cannot but pity thee, though thou 
doſt not deſerve it. Nay, more, I am 
willing to aſſiſt thee ſtill; but no mar- 
riage, or | withdraw my ſuccour. 


Ou female ally has written an epiſtle 
to thee on the ſubject, and I doubt not 


but ſhe will give thee a proper idea of her 


ſex's arts, ſince ſhe herſelf poſſeſſes them 


in a very high degree.—To her care, for 


the preſent, I ſhall commit the ſcheme, 
obſerving only, that, if having once em- 
barked, you turn back from your plan, 
neither her ladyſhip nor myſelf can poſ- 
ſibly be accountable for the conſequences ; 
but go boldly on, and we may venture to 
enſure you ſucceſs, 


ob nav been introduced to Sophy 
Howard; and, faith, I am much better 
j pleaſed 
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pleaſed with her lively manner, than ever 
I ſhould expect to be with the prudiſh 
Emily's; yet I find they are ſtrict 
friends, and, it is poſſible, I may be 
able to make uſe of that circumſtance 
for thy advantage; but indeed, Frank, 
thou wouldſt do well to have a little pa- 
tience, and give thy friends leave to look 
about them. Perſevere, and doubt not 
of ſucceſs: Lady Cæcilia will ſay the reſt 
for me; ſo I will only add that I am 
thine, 


H. VERNE . 


£3 L E T. 
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LETTER LXXV. 


my CCcILIA WALTHAM to Fuavers 
LOVE ORO VE, Eſq. 


November 5. 

HAVE taken up my ꝓen, Sir, at 
che deſire of Sir Harry Verney, and 

in pity to your ſituation.Whoever deals 
freely with you muſt ſay, that, after what 
has happened, it would be highly im- 
proper that you ſhould marry the girl; 
and it would be abſolute folly to give her 


up: detained therefore ſne muſt be, by 
ſome means, in your power. 


Forces is the laſt thing I would em- 
ploy in this buſineſs ;-it may do, indeed, 
when every thing elſe fails; but, to keep 

her 
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per cloſely confined now, unleſs you in- 
tended (Which I am fully convinced you 
do not) to uſe abſolute and immediate 
violence, can avail you litile.— Uſe, ra- 
ther, ſoothing arts, and cunning ſtrata- 
gems, to win her to your purpoſe. Raiſe 
her ambition, flatter her vanity, beſtow 
commendations on every weaknefs ſhe 
has; ſeem ignorant of the trick that he 
has played you, and ſhe, who is yielding 
to a ſtranger, is moſt likely to prove the 
conqueſt of a lover: but, if you purſue 
the contrary maxim, you will be ſure to 
make her hate you, and force will be 
your only expedient. I ſpeak from a 
knowledge of the world in general, and 
of my own ſex in particular.—As to the 
aunt or nephew, mind them not, but 
keep a careful eye on her conduct with 
this Barclay, and alſo ſuffer her not, by 
| E 4 any 
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any means, to go to Sir Robert's, for 
then you will be likely entirely to loſe 
her, | 


ABove all things, endeavour to awaken 
in her breaſt a reſentment againſt her ſtep- 
mother. Revenge is a great and preva- 
lent paſſion in women; and, if Emily 
Creſwel has it not, then can ſhe not be 
a woman. Keep her alſo, as before 1 
adviſed, in perpetual alarms, and an 
eternal hurry of ſpirits. This conduct 
will give you every advantage you can 
wiſh over her, if accompanied with that 
ardency of paſſion, which, as it is real, 
cannot fail to move.— Watch, then, the 
moments nicely as they paſs, and ſome 
unguarded interval, it is likely, will of- 
fer itſelf, wherein to crown your labours 
with the wiſhed-for joy. But be careful 


O 
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to keep her ever dependent on you: that 
minute ſhe is otherwiſe ſhe will fly. Speak 
not with acrimony of Barchy,—Aﬀet 
the oppoſite manner, whenever he is the 
ſubject of diſcourſe; ſo ſhall you wind from 
her ſtill more of her ſentiments of the-mar; 
and, at the ſame time, have it 1n your 
power to blaſt his character, by raiſing 
certain friendly doubts concerning it, 
without being known for an enemy. 
If your raſh hand has attempted already 
any revenge, theſe latter cautions muſt; 
indeed, prove unneceſſary; if not, pur- 
ſue them, and proſper: and remember, 
that every day a woman in Emily's Mua- 
tion exiſts on the bounty of her lover, 
ſhe becomes the more his ſlave. Emily 
Creſwel ſhould have thought on this; 
but, n her deſigns were laid yet 
; F 3 | more 
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more deeply, and you were intended only 
for her ſtalking-horfe. Be this as it may, 
the power, as I think, of controuling and 
ſubduing this proud beauty, is ſtill in 


your hands, if you do but uſe it pru- 
dently. 


Pax box me, Mr. Lovegrove, but I 
am in pain for you, on account of thoſe 
fierce commotions which you are ſo apt to 
put yourſelf into. At ſuch times, you 
not only defeat your preſent, but often 
your future purpoſes: for your whole ſoul 
is open to thoſe who care to peruſe it. 
Jet have-heard of men, who have been 
able to remember particular things, whe- 
ther in liquor, anger, or even in madneſs 
itſelf; and this recollection has, no doubt, 
| Wo owing to the ſtrong and deep im- 

nts on | preſſions 
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preſſions made in their more ſober minds, 
by thoſe very particulars. Apply this, and 
be it ſo with you, in your ſhort'tranſports 
of fury, in regard to every thing con- 
cerning Emily, leſt your tongue, betray- 
ing the counſels of your heart, you ſhould 
be diſappointed when leaſt you fear it, 
and repent too late. 


As to Barclay, let him paſs, for this 
time, unnoticed (if you have not yet 
defied him :) for many reaſons it will be 
the better way; and reſt aſſured that, 
if you ſucceed in your plans, the re- 


venge taken on him will be greater than 


any you could hope from the ſword. 
Such tate the maxims which I would 


have you purſue: Sir Harry alſo ap- 
proves them, and ſome of the hints are 
F 6 his. 
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his. Farewel, be cautious in your con- 
duct, and doubt not of ſucceſs. In ex- 
traordinary caſes you need but apply to 
the baronet, and to your friend 


CACILIA WALT HAM. 


LE T. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


Mr. CLEVELAND to Miſs HARL ET. 


November 8. 


AM tranſported with joy, my dear 

Nancy, at hearing that your father 
has conſented to ſee me, and reaſon with 
me on the ſubject of my love; and, I 
doubt not, but that I ſhall win him over 
to ſuffer the continuance of my addreſſes. 
I am well aſſured, that I ſhall be ſuffi- 
ciently able to diſprove any thing that 
may be ſaid to the diſadvantage of my 
character; and in this aſſurance I reſt ſe- 
cure, Yes, my Nancy, the time will 
come when we ſhall be united, happily 
united, to the ſatisfaction of all our 
* and, I hope, enjoy as great fe- 


licity 
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licity as human nature is capable of ip 
this ſublunary ſtate. 


How much ſoever you may be ſur- 
priſed at what I hinted in my laſt, I muſt 
again aſſure you that Mr. Lovegrove is 
not, cannot be, the Lord Bas ne- 
phew ; for his brother never had more 
than one ſon, of whoſe death it would 
not be difficult for me to give a circum- 
Nantial account. If Miſs Creſwel mar- 
ries him, therefore, as the true heir to 
the eſtates and honours of the noble fa- 
mily which he is ſuppoſed to ſpring from, 
ſhe will beugreatly deceived: for there is 
not the leaſt doubt, however matters may 
appear to the worid, that he is entirely 

dependent on the viicount's bounty, whoſe 
next of Kin is ay Dung gentleman named 
Seybourn, now reſiding in Dorſetſhire. 

. One 
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One Sir William Maine alſo calls him. 
couſin, and, I believe, is the heir, if he 
dies without iſſue. | 


How [I came to the knowledge of this: 
affair, is too tedious for me here to ſet 
down; but I have living evidences for 
all that I ſay, and ſuch too as cannot ad- 
mit even of a doubt; yet I cannot but 
own my love, that your curioſity in theſe 
matters appears ſomewhat ſtrange to me: 
however, I have not ſpared pains to gra- 
tify it. But you aſk, if he be not the ſon 
of Lord B 's brother, whoſe ſon is. 
he? This, indeed, I cannot reſolve you; 
but, I believe, there are thoſe living in 
this country who can.. Neither am I able 


to trace the grounds of this extraordinary. 
proceeding, with which, it is likely, his lord- 


flup's relations will not be very well pleaſed. 
But 
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But Lord B—— himſelf is, no doubt, 
beſt | acquainted with the ' motives that 
have urged him to adopt ſo extraordinary 
a conduct. 


Mix dear girl, I am impatient till I ſee 

you; I languich till I am happy in your 
preſence, which will be the greateſt con- 
ſolation to your affectionate lover 


CLEVELAND. 
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CET TER LAX 


Miſs EMILIA CRESWEL to Miſs SOPHIA 
How ARD. 


November 10. 


H, Sophy ! troubles to me are mul- 
tiplied z one perplexity follows up- 

on another. Never was man ſo altered as 
Mr, Lovegrove; he is ever keeping me 
in perpetual. alarms. A few days ſince, 
he ſuddenly removed me, under the no- 
tion of my not being in ſafety where I 
was, His entreaties were ſo paſſionate, 
that I could not withſtand them; and 
now am I buried in a ſtrange houſe, which 
ſtands in the midſt of a deep wood, in 
——— ſhire. My waiting- woman, who 
uſed to attend me by his appointment, is 
= alla 
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alſo changed. Here I ſee not a ſoul but 
an elderly woman, whom he calls a houſe- 
keeper, and a little foot-boy. 


THe houſe is a triodel of antiquity, and 
ſeems formerly to have been part of a 
large building, which time, or more 
Twift-deſtroying war, has wept away, 
faving only ſome ruins, in which the 
night-owI holds her boding reign. —The 
Pile is heavy and gloomy ; creeping ivy 
overſpreads the building. Within, wide 
"halls, and long reſounding arcades, ſpeak 
kind of Gothic grandeur. The rooms 
ate hung with tapeſtry, decayed and moth- 
eaten, yet retaining ſigns of well executed 
art. Eſcutcheons and old trophies deck 
'the walls; the windows are adorned with 
many a 'pane of painted glaſs. Long 
dark galleries lead from room to room; 
* „ ond. 
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nd the whole fabric ſeems deſigned for 
privacy and retirement. 


ver ſhould not all this diſpleaſe 
me, could J enjoy myſelf in this ſtrange 
manſion, but that the perplexities of my 
mind allow me not a moment's peace, 
and my heart is torn with pangs which T 
cannot deſcribe. | 


Lovzcrove, I find, is jealous even 
before marriage; and daily does the man, 
for whom 1 have ventured ſo much, grow 
leſs and leſs pteaſing in my eyes. I ſee, 
not without diſguſt, his fiery temper, and 
even his violent love ſhocks me: nor this 
alone, even his endearments ſtrike me 
with horror, and the thrillings of my bo- 
ſom are far other than thoſe of love and 
Joy. In ſhort, I am in perpetual terrors 

when 
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when waking ; nor do the ſilent hours of 
darkneſs bring me the wiſhed repoſe. 


LasT night, when wearied with waich- 
ing and troublous thoughts, at laſt mine 
eyes were ſealed in ſlumber ; methought 
the form of my late mother ſtood before 
me, holding in her hand my brother, 
whoſe features I fully recollected in my 

Beep, though, waking, I am certain 1 
could not. With a doleful voice ſhe bid 
me Beware of the impending danger,” 
then threw her arms around me, and lifted 
me high into the air, when a ſudden burſt 
of thunder broke upon us, and ſhe drop- 

ped me from her weak embrace. I then 
found myſelf in a gloomy deſart, at the 
fide of a large pit, towards which Love- 
grove, who ſuddenly appeared, was per- 
petually employed in forcing my un will- 


ing 
| 
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ing ſteps ;—and, at laſt, I found myſelf 
juſt on its horrid brink, when a winged 
ſpirit, whole countenance much reſembled 
Barclay's, ſuddenly reſcued me from the 
danger, and again bore me aloft, towards 
the now unclouded ſky, At that inſtant 
I awaked. A cold ſweat hung upon my 
brow, and the bed ſhook beneath me, 
with the violence of my tremblings.— 
Theſe nocturnal phantoms, if they mean 
no more, are, at leaſt, the proofs of a 
mind not at reſt, the ſigns of a troubled 
and a wounded ſpirit. 


I nave written to Sir Robert Tren- 
chard, unknown to Lovegrove, but have 
received no anſwer; yet I am willing to 
fattzr myſelf that he, perhaps, will pay 
me; a ſtill greater attention, and come in 
perion to receive me into his protection. 

MR. 
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| Mx. Lovegrove ſtill amuſes me with 
idle hopes of happineſs ; but I have now 
no ears for theſe. He lives in the village 
of —, near a mile from this ſoli- 
tude, where I am, at beſt, but a priſoner 
at large, His viſits, however, are con- 
ſtant, and I have ſeldom an hour to my- 
ſelf, Even now I hear his ſteps upon the 
ſtairs. Adieu, Sophy, for the preſent ; 
to-morrow I ſhall reſume the pen, and 
conclude my unfiniſhed letter, 


* * as | 9 


November 9. 


As my regard for Lovegrove declines, 
ſo does his blind inclination for me ſeem 
to increaſe. He has been here in a kind 

of phrenzy, exhibiting ſuch marks of a 
violent and ill- governed paſſion, as I can- 
| not 


— SS ag 
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not but pity, whilſt I blame it. At one 
time he declares my deſires ſhall be the 
rule of. his will ; at another, he vows he 
will never part from me, though both 
our deaths ſhould be the conſequence of 
his refuſal. —-He kiſſes my hands one 
moment, with. the moſt ardent tender- 
neſs; and the next, looking ſtedfaſtly in 
my face, wiſhes he had never beheld me. 
What can I think of ſuch unaccountable 
behaviour, or how can it be ſuppoſed to 
recommend this man to me? Is it the 
effect of love and regard? Love, ſurely, 
ſeeks not to make uneaſy the object of its 
flame. Does it ariſe from jealouſy? Why 
then does he not communicate his ſuſpi- 
cions to her whom they moſt concern, 
that he may be confirmed in them, or 
cured of them by her behaviour? 


6 | IN 
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In ſhort, Miſs Howard, his conduct 
is inexcuſable, and long I muſt not re- 
main under his protection. Is it not a 
lamentable conſideration, for a woman to 
have no other dependence than what cen- 
ters in ſuch a man, and to lie at the mercy 
of one, whoſe extravagant temper renders 
him cruel even to himſelf. 


Ir, within a few days, I hear not from 
Sir Robert, I intend to put in execution 
a deſign which I have formed, of leaving 
this cloiſter ; with which you, my Sophy, 
in due time, ſhall be made acquainted. — 
Heaven direct me for the beſt! At pre. 
ſent I am very unhappy.—Again inter- 


'Tupted | Dear friend, you muſt 115 ex 
cuſe me. 


November 
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November 10. 


I Au now informed that Sir Robert 
Trenchard is not willing to receive me. 
Lovegrove brought me the letter which 
contained this reſolution, and methought 
he delivered it with an air of triumph. 


The baronet, contrary to my expectations, 


adviſes me to marry Lovegrove immedi- 
ately, and then demand my fortune, which 
he ſays, notwithſtanding all our ſuppoſi- 
tions to the contrary, his lawyer informs 
him I may recover. He adds, that, till 
all is over, he does not chuſe to appear 
in this affair, but afterwards I may de- 
pend on his good offices as a guardian 
and a friend. 


Vor, II. G WHAT 
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Waar can this mean, Sophia, and 
why has Sir Robert altered his mind ſo 
ſtrangely ? Muſt I commence a law-ſuir 
againſt my mother? That muſt never be. 
And why will Sir Robert's protection be 
more improper for me now, than after 1 
ſhall be married ?—Alas! I am alike un- 
happy in every thing. The poor boy, 
on whoſe aſſiſtance I depended for the fur- 
therance of the ſcheme I hinted, this very 
morning he was diſmiſſed. —Lovegrove is 
more importunate than ever, and I more 


deſponding :—I am without _ and 
without hope.— 


WrHarT muſtI do, my Sophy? In 
what manner muſt I act? When I but 
think of this propoſed marriage, I find a 
reluctance to it that is unconquerable ; 
whether it ariſe from the alteration of his 

| temper, 


Taz HAPPY DISCOVERY. 123 


temper, or from ſome other cauſe, I know 
not: but I know that I am unhappy. 
Oppreſſed thus with doubts and fears, 
what can I do better than to commit my- 
ſelf to the diſpoſal of providence in a di- 
lemma like this, where human prudence 
muſt neceſſarily fail, and nothing leſs than 
an abſolute foreknowledge of future events 


can be ſufficient to guide me through the 
trackleſs maze ! 


TRE chilly winter begins already to 
give tokens of its approach, and the fight- 
ing winds howling through the trees, al- 
ready half ſtripped of their verdure, have 
already increaſed the melancholy aſpect of 
this dwelling. No matter; it will ſuit 
with my diſpofition : for every joy to me 
were now but folly, and irkſome imper- 
tinence, So much does all our taſte of 

| G 2 _ pleaſure 
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plesſum depend upon the temper of our 
minds; and mine is ſe out of tune, that 
it cannot perceive, at preſent, harmony 
in any thing. Alas! how unlike former 
days, when we have ſtrayed with pleaſure 
through the flowery paths of life, nor 
knew a want or grief, 


Hair ! happy ſtate of infancy, which 
glides on like the ſmooth ſtream, through 
rich enamelled meads, or delightful flow- 
ery gardens ! Ah ! never ſhall my matu- 
rer age again experience ſuch joys as thine. 
I am young indeed, even now, in years, 
but old in forrows; and daily do they 
multiply upon me. 


Forcive me, Sophy, that I thus 
trouble you with my complainings; but 
my full heart muſt have vent: and to 

—_ | whom 


FY 
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whom but to my friend ſhould I com- 


plain? Alas! I h. ve none elſe that will 
hear me. — But 1 have done, and here I 


conclude my tedious letter, with aſſuring, 
that, amidſt all her troubles, you are ſtill 
as dear as ever to your 


0 3 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 


Francis LovEGRove, Eſq. to Lady 
Cxcitla WALTHAM. 


November 11. 


T laſt, with your lady ſhip's aſſiſt- 
ance, I think I ſhall be likely to 
bring this matter to bear, and to take a full 
revenge upon the ſcornful beauty.——Yert 
will I once more make her an offer of 


immediate marriage. This if ſhe rejects, 


then will I obtain, by artifice or force, 
thoſe beauties for which I ſo long have 
languiſhed.—Yet ſorry, indeed, ſhould I 
be to uſe the latter; but, at all events, 
J will not become that moſt deſpicable of 
all characters, a woman's fool. 


EmMiLY 
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EMILY grows every day more gloomy 
and diflatisfied, and my jealous fears are 
thereby every day confirmed. However, 
they have not been able to carry on any 
farther correſpondence: for I have re- 
moved my miſtreſs to that houſe which 
Lord B once gave me, and which I 
uſed to call She Houſe in the Wood. —lIt is 
a pretty ſolitude, and ſerves, no doubt, 
to indulge her melancholy temper ; but 
that evil I muſt bear with, fince I intend 
it to anſwer a greater good, which 1s no 
leſs than the poſſeſſion of my wiſhes.— 
Forgive me, however, if I am ſtill irreſo- 
lute in this matter, and behold with trem- 
bling thoſe joys, which I fo ardently burn 
to poſſeſs. Theſe are the laſt efforts of a 
partial and romantic paſſion, which I vow 
to baniſh from my heart. To your lady- 
ſhip and to my friend Sir Harry I owe 
G 4 | this 


— ———_——— — — — — 


128 TR HAPPY DISCOVERY. 


this reſolve, which I am determined to 
maintain, | 


YESTERDAY I had a cloſe converla- 
tion with my fair priſoner, and put her 
virtue to ſome trials, in which ſhe ſtood 


her ground, and was equally proof againſt 
my arguments and my endearments. Had 
I not been confident ſhe loved another, I 


might ſo far have praiſed her. As it was, 
I believe I angered her ſo-much, that, in 
her heat of paſſion, ſhe deſired never to 


| ſee me more. I left her in tears, which 


however, I own, in ſome meaſure af- 


fected me, as I purpoſed not to have gone 


ſo far, I will uſe every ſoothing art to 


gain her over. — Her heart is yet worth 


the purchaſe.—At this moment I hear 
her voice ;—I will go to her again.— 
Again I will make her an offer of my 

| perſon 
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perſon and fortune: if ſhe continues to 


reject my pleaſure, I am wholly thine, 
and Emily muſt yet ſhed many a tear, 


November 12. 


By heavens, Lady Czcilia, ſhe ſcorns, 
contemns me; ſhe has told me fo herſelf. 
« I tell thee, perfidious man,“ (ſaid ſhe 
in a ſolemn. tone) I é deſpiſe thee, I. 
<« ſcorn to engage in ties ſo ſacred, with 
&< one who. has ſo mean an opinion of 
e virtue.“ Much more ſhe ſaid, all tend- 
ing to prove her diſlike of me; but this 
ſentence rooted the deepeſt in my heart. 


Frxs, this haughty, this ſcornful beauty 
ſhall, with tears, ere long ſolicit as a bleſ- 
ſing, what now ſhe hes ſo contemptuouſly 

G 5 rejected.: 
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rejected: on her knees ſhall ſhe intreat 
(perhaps intreat in vain) to be made the 
wife of the man whom ſhe has thus, in 
evil hour, affected to deſpiſe. I could 
not forbear, thus urged, to reproach her 
with carrying on a ſecret intrigue with 
Barclay, which ſhe has the effrontery to 


deny, and tells me of ſacred friendſhip, 
- uncommon ſelf-denial, and I know: not 


what ſtuff, I ſhould, indeed, deſerve to 


be deſpiſed, as well as hated, if I were to 
credit ſuch idle dreams. 


Bur now, my dear Lady Cæcilia, 
what is to be done? No method but that 
of force, I fear, will ever put me in poſſeſ- 
ſion of my wiſhes ;—there ̃ ſtand ;—there 
1 demur.— Lou are yourſelf a woman; 
adviſe me therefore, and I will, in the 
beſt manner I am able, follow your coun- 


.- 
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ſel. What if I throw myſelf (though 

boiling with anger) at her feet, and by 

feigned fighs and tears again recommend 
myſelf to her, that I may be the more 

likely to obtain her favours. Yet this I 
cannot think on. No—lI muſt, I will, 

on my own terms, poſſeſs her.— But I 

pauſe till J hear from you or Sir H. Ver- 

ney, in the mean while, Emily is ne 

other than the priſoner of your lady aip's 
pupil, 1 


LOVE GRO VE. 


G 6 LE T. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 


| Miſs Emilia CRESWEL to Miſs Sor 
| How ARD. 
| 
November 13. 
AM diſtracted, Sophy ; Lovegrove 
has baſe deſigns upon my horour.— 
H. aſelf has told me fo.—Judge with 
what ain I rejected them. He is jea- 
lous too of Mr. Barclay: at leaſt he tells 
me that he is ſo.— Another night beſides 
this I will not remain here, if it be poſ- 
ſible for me to depart. Yet, alas! I fear 
I ſhall find myſelf a wretched captive to 
the baſeſt of men.— Oh how my ſoul 
loaths the wretch that, under ſuch ſpecious. 
mew of honour and virtue, has thus en- 
deavoured to ſeduce me to my ruin. But 
| gracious 
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gracious heaven will, I hope, defend me 
from his ſnares and wiles. 


ALL now, however, is at an end. 
Adieu to happineſs in this world. —Oh, 
Sophy ! what a ſituation is mine, aban- 
doned by my friends, and cruelly inſulted 
by him for whom I have hazarded every 
thing. My dear Sophia, I have no other 
method left than to go in perſon to Sir 
Robert Trenchard, expoſe to him his ne- 
phew's baſeneſs, and, in the moſt mov- 
ing manner, implore his protection; —he 
cannot ſure deny it to me! I tremble 
whilſt I ſtay beneath this roof; the gloom 
of this ſolitude. is double to me, and 1 
have not one moment of peace.. 


I mvsT this very night take the advan- 
tage of the darkneſs, and endeavour to. 


quit 
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quit this fatal manſion, I will direct my 
ſteps to the next village, and there repoſe 
myſelf till the dawn; from thence J will 


get ſome convenient carriage to convey 


me to ———, and throw myſelf at the 
feet of my guardian.—Adieu, my friend! 
If I ſucceed, you ſhall ſoon hear farther 


from me.—But, on ſecond thoughts, I 
will leave this letter unfiniſhed, and wait 


the event. 


November 14. 


Al is ruined, Sophy! I am detected 


and undone; brought back again to the 


deteſted houſe. Heaven only knows 
what will become of me —or when you 
will hear from me again.—It is true, I 
am once more fed with fair promiſes, yet 

| do 
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do I look on myſelf as in the very den of ; 
infamy.— The perturbation of my ſpirits 9 
prevents me from writing more. And it 9 
is now uncertain when you will receive py 
what is already written by your diſtreſſed = 


EMILY. 
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rn 


Mr. HALLA to Miſs So HA HoWARD. 
b | | [ 


; 
November 19. 


N O ſooner received your letter, ma- 

dam, than I reſolved to go to the 
houſe you mentioned, which is rightly 
named, for it ſtands in the midſt of a deep 
wood. Here I enquired for the lady, but 
was abſolutely denied admiſſion, as they 
ſaid Mr. Lovegrove never ſuffered any 
one but himſelf to ſee or converſe with 
her ;—ſhe might well ſay ſhe was a pri- 
ſoner, indeed. 


I THzN went to ſeek him in the neigh- 
bouring village of 


, Where, after 


fome difficulty, I found him, We had 
| _ 
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a long converſation, not a very friendly 
one. At firſt he ſuppoſed I had come 
from ſome of the Creſwel family, and be- 
gan to talk of treaties with which I was 
little acquainted. —When he found his 
miſtake, he apologized for it coldly, but 
was not a whit more free (rather more re- 
ſerved) in his anſwers. He talked much, 
however, of his honour, and mentioned 
Mr. Barclay as a rival, with great ſeem- 
ing rancour. At length I plainly told 
him, I underſtood the lady was now a 
priſoner with him againſt her will, and 
that I was come to demand her releaſe, 
At this he firſt changed colour, but pre- 
ſently gave me a very peremptory denial z 
declared it was falſe that ſhe was detained 


againſt her conſent, and ſwore no- body 


ſhould perſuade him to part with her. 
However, after much talking, he at laſt 
appointed 
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appointed me to call within two days, 
and I ſhould fee the lady, that I might 
be convinced of the truth of what he had 
ſaid. And ſo I took leave of him. Ne- 
ver ſaw I in my life a more imperious 
man. — Indeed I ſhould pity the woman 
who is to marry him. 


W1Triv the time appointed affure 
-yourſelf, madam, I ſhall call upon him, 
and inſiſt on his keeping to his word; 1 
am unhappy till I ſee you again, a cir- 
cumſtance which alone would be ſufficient 
to haſten the execution of your commands, 
by your moſt affectionate 


HALLAM, 
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LETTER LXXXI. 


Miſs SorHIA Howard to Mr. HALLAM. 


November 23. 


T HAVE ſcarcely patience to write to 
1 you. —What a ridiculous piece of 
work have you made of it? Within two 
days! Heavens! who knows what may 
happen within that time: and J beſides 
have letters the moſt preſſing from my 


dear Emily, who but eſcapes from one 


diſtreſs to fall into another. — Although 
you ſhould have ſeen Lovegrove previous 
to the receipt of this letter, yet go to 
him again, and let nothing prevent you 
from ſeeing Miſs Creſwel. He ſays 
it is falſe—Hes is imperious.” What 
ſignifies what He ſays, or how He be- 

haves. 
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haves, I tell you He is a villain, and 
wants to work upon your ſears, as he has 
done upon my friend's weakneſs. But be 
not you ſo repulſed ;—get. admiſſion to 
my friend, and bring her comfort, and 
let me not ſee you till it be done. To 
ſtrengthen yourſelf againſt Lovegrove, 
you may call on Lord B=—, who, as 
1 underſtand, -is now at his ſeat within a 
few miles of ———, though I believe 
that is more than Lovegrove knows. At 
all events be expeditious, for on a few 
hours you know not how much may de- 
pend.—If you find him obſtinate, apply 
to the civil power, for proper authority to 
ſearch his infamous houſe, and be not in- 
timidated * 5 n | 


I wish I could come o my- 
ſelf; but my aunt being much indifpoſed, 
| Getzung 
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Farewel — Execute 
SOPHIA HOWARD. 
BE Do: 


your buſineſs properly, as you value the 


detains me here. 
favour of 


Q 
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LETTER LXXXII. 


Francis LOVEGROVE, Eſq. to Sir 
HARRY VERNE x. 


November 18. 


OUR letter “, together with Emily's 
behaviour, has confirmed my wa- 
vering reſolutions. Since laſt I wrote ſhe 
has attempted to eſcape ; but I have found 
her, and brought her back again. Con- 
trary, however, to her expectations, I 
have uſed every ſoothing method to en- 
gage her affections, or at leaſt to divert 
her ſuſpicions. To-morrow I ſhall try 
the ſcheme you mentioned, and have al- 


ready got the drug prepared, which I 


ſhall infuſe into her liquor, I have alſo 


pre- 


Not inſerted in this collection. 


prepared one who is to perſonate Mr. 
Aldridge, her uncle by the mother's ſide, 
whom ſhe has never ſeen; and this will 
greatly forward my deſign. —But here I 
muſt break off, as ſome ſtranger waits 
below :—on my life ſomebody on Emily's 
account. Adieu, dear baronet, for a mo- 
ment, till I diſpatch him, and then I will 
return to you. 


I covLD not find time to finiſh till 
now. Who ſhould it be that wanted me 
but Hallam. He came from your ad- 
mired Sophy, to rebuke me on Emily's 
account ;—at laſt he began to be very pe- 
remptory, and ſaid ſhewas detained againſt 
her will, and he muſt and would ſee her, 
Then I tell you, Sir, it is talte that ſhe 
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is 
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eis ſo detained; ſhe has her liberty; but 
<« pray what right have you to queſtion 
« me: I ſay, however, that you muſt 
% not, and ſhall not ſee her. She is not 


to be ſpoken with at preſent. So you 


& have your anſwer,” —At this he was 
ſomewhat ſtartled, and began to draw 
back. We had, however, much conver- 
ſation after this, in which he ſpoke much 
more mildly than before : and, at laſt, I 


ſent him away with a promiſe of gratifying 
his requeſt within two days; and with 
this he was obliged to be ſatisfied. —I ſee 


ſhe does not want for the arts of her ſex, 
and ſoon ſhall 1 give her a ſpecimen of 
the arts of mine. — This very day I am 
preparing for it.— The counterfeit Mr. 
Aldridge I expect here within a few hours, 
and, when he comes, I ſhall contrive to 
make my: fair-one drink the potion pre- 

| ſcribed 
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ſcribed ; for ſhe cannot refuſe to take a 
olaſs of wine with her uncle. —A-propos ! 
he is here, and I muſt give him his pro- 
per inſtructions. 


— — 


A well-concerted ſcheme to quiet her 
fears, and a very proper perſon to help 
in the execution of it. I aſſure you, Sir 
Harry, he looks like a perſon of ſome 
conſequence, Who would think that dreſs 
could make ſo much alteration in a man? 
Who would imagine that the greateſt buſi- 
| neſs depends ſo much on external ſhew ? 
In a word, who would think that it was 
Jack Seybin who repreſented Mr, Ald- 
ridge ? Went, 


Vol. II. H I 
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I as$URE you Jack has every requiſite 
for the purpoſe ; his old-faſhioned face, 
by the help of a great wig, ſuits well to 
his character: but his chief excellence is 
his great gravity; and there is little dan- 
ger of his failing to impoſe upon Emily. 


Now Venus be propitious! This once 


aſſiſt me, and I will raiſe altars to thee for 


thy goodneſs !—Already do I enjoy the 
tranſport which this night will give me, 
if no envious dæmon interpoſe between 
me and my felicity !—And then—fhe 


muſt ſue to me; ſhe who rejected my 


proffered hand, with ſighs will Anplore 
me to become her lord: thus ſhall I gra- 
tify two paſſions at once, my vanity and 
my love. And mine ſhe muſt be, whe- 


ther by marriage or mutual contract: for 


will Barclay take her after ſuch connec- 
3 tions ? 
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tions? Certainly he will not.— And if I 


conſent to be linked in the marriage chain, 
what an act of generoſity muſt it be eſ- 
teemed by her and her friends! What 
ce an act of folly?” methinks J hear you 
ſay. Well, we will not diſpute upon 
that matter now. When this buſineſs, 
on which my whole ſoul is ſet, is finiſhed, 
it will then be time enough to diſcourſe 
upon theſe matters, —The interval is in- 
deed a painful one. 


November 19. 

Ma. Aldridge came not to his ap- 
pointment ; but Hallam was true to his. 
-I was not to be found, as you may 
well imagine: but next Tueſday is the 
day for which my impatience, on many 
H 2 ac- 
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counts, muſt be contented to wait, — 
Curſe on theſe delays. Every hour I ſtay 
is {0 much time deducted from my hap- 
pineſs; and I am in perpetual * * 
ſome diſappointment. 


I nav ſeen Hallam again, and pro- 
cured a note from Emily, as if written 
to her uncle (of whoſe coming ſhe is ap- 
prized) which, with ſome little altera- 
tions, have ferved my purpole of delay- 
ing him till Thurſday, that all may be 
over when he comes. The note runs 
thus : 


60 Honoured Sir, 
I ſhould be glad to fee you on Wed- 


« neſday or Thurſday, if it be convenient, 
« as 
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« as propoſed; when Mr. Lovegrove 
will introduce you to 


Emily CRESWII.““ 


Tris ſtratagem of her ladyſhip"s is a 
noble one ; and, with a little diſſimula- 
tion, has ſerved very well to keep her 
quiet : for ſhe can never imagine that, if 
I had any ill deſign, I would introduce 
to her a relation of her own; yet I per- 
ceive ſhe is ſtill cautious in her conduct, 
and it is not willingly that ſhe remains 
with me, though I made bold to tell her 
champion ſo (of whom, by the bye, 1 


have not ſaid a word to her) nor does 


ſhe appear to know any thing of the 
matter, 


. 
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I can no longer delay cloſing this 
pacquet ; ſo my dear Sir Harry adieu! 
Expect to receive a triumphant epiſtle on 
Wedneſday, from your friend 


li | LOVEGROVE. 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 
Doctor HARLEY to CHARLEs BAR- 
| CLAY, Eſq. f 

November 25. 


4 T gives me joy, my honoured friend, 
that our arguments have at laſt pre- 


vailed upon your father to return to Eng- 


land. TI aſſure you, when his name was 
mentioned, pleaſure glowed in the face of 


the courtiers aſſembled in the drawing - 


room, a few malevolent people only ex- 
cepted, whoſe frowns would be as wel- 
come to him as their ſmiles.— The pro- 
per ſolicitations are already making for 
his pardon, Your preſence, however, 
may be uſeful to expedite the buſineſs; 
ſo the ſooner you arrive in London the 
H 4 better, 
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better I am heartily glad to find you 
ſo well recovered of your indiſpoſition, 
and J hope the news I ſend you of Miss 


Creſwel's being removed, by Mr. Love- 


grove, to an ancient cloiſtered feat, which 
he calls the Houſe in the Wood, will by 
nd means contribute to increaſe it. 


Ir is not impoſſible but your paſſion 
may ſtill be crowned with ſucceſs, ſince, 
if the reports I hear be true, that lady's 
affections begin to be greatly alienated 
from your rival. After all the pains he 
has taken to win her, perhaps it may ſtill 
remain a queſtion, whether he has deſerved 
her. However that may be, a patient 


re ſignation in theſe matters is moſt ad- 


viſeable. 


Poor Miſs Willis has written another 


letter of complaints to me. I have often 
wondered 
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wondered your tenderneſs of heart had not 


led you to requite her paſſion ; although 
I muſt own, at the ſame time, that your's 


is fixed on a more exalted object. 


I wariT with impatience for your fa- 
ther's return, and long to ſee my worthy 
honoured friend, who has ſo long and ſo 
unhappily been abſent, to your grief and 
concern, and that of your devoted 


HARLEY. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 


Lady Cxciiia WALTHAM to Miſs A. 
| WIIIIsò. 


| November 16, 
Wo N DER, Miſs Arabella, that you 
ever entertained the leaſt doubt of 
Mr. Barclay's being far gone in a paſſion 
for Miſs Creſwel. It has coſt him much 
pain; but he is now reſolved to try every 
art to ſupplant his rival, Letters and 
meſſages, nay, even perſonal correſpon- 
dence is kept up between them, under 
the ſpecious notion- of his reconciling the 
outcaſt to her friends, It is time Love- 
orove, long blind to her perfidy, ſhould 
at length open his eyes, and be convinced 
of the error of his partial credulity. His 


Emily 
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| Emily has, indeed, been ſet up as a pat- 
tern for her ſex; but all have their faults : 
and, to ſpeak plainly Miſs Willis, ſhe 


who conſented to elope from her friends 


with Mr. Lovegrove, may perhaps, 
time, conſent alſo to elope from him with 
Mr. Barclay. It is, at leaſt, a thing not 
_ impoſſible with one of her amorous con- 
| Ritution. | 


InDeEzD, my dear, I fear you have 


miſtaken me very much; and, where 1 
meant only a little innocent raillery, con- 
ſtrued my trifling manner to il|-nature. 
Upon my life I pity you, and would do 
any thing to help you, as I find the affair 
between you and Mr, Barclay is ſerious. 
J affure you T am even now labouring in 
your behalf, for IJ am endeavouring to 
promote, as much as in my power, the 
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union of Miſs Creſwel with her deſerving / 
lover, which muſt naturally cut off the: 
hopes of your fugitive, and, in all pro- 
bability, return him to your arms. Mean- 
while, Miſs Willis, it were not improper 
to give him to underſtand how dangerous 
a rival he has, who, under the maſk. of 

. friendſhip, may contrive to ruin his peace. 
This taſk properly belongs to you, my 
dear, as ſuch an accuſation from you, the 
injured party, will certainly come with 
more weight and propriety than from me, 
or any other perſon. 


Ir ever a reconciliation be brought 
about with Miſs Creſwel's friends, you 
may depend that your quondam lover 
vill be included in the treaty: for whoſe 
: dvantage, think you, that he is ſeeking 
in all this matter, but his own ?—If you 
Write 
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write to Mr. Lovegrove in a proper man- 
ner, therefore, you may depend that it 
will have the deſired effect, of putting 
him on his guard againſt his rival. I will 
not fail to labour, on my part, to fruſtrate 
the renegade's aims; and Barclay, tired 
at laſt with unſucceſsful attacks, will re- 


treat, as others have done in like caſes, 


and leave the field to his adverſaries, 


 Farewel, my dear Arabella; you 
may depend I will communicate to you, 
from time to time, what happens within 
my knowledge relative to this affair, and 
give you every other aſſiſtance poſſible. 


I am, my dear, your molt ſincere friend, 


CACILIA WALTHAM. 
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LETTER LXXXV. 


5 Mr. Gerrard to Lady Sei 
5 WAA. 


November 17. 
AM heartily glad the intelligence I 
gave your ladyſhip is likely to prove 
uſeful : I was obliged to Jernegan's drun- 
kenneſs for it. It is a ſecret which, I dare 
Tay, he would not be fond of communi- 
cating when ſober. 


1 FinD he receives a great deal of mo- 
ney, at times, from the Creſwel family; 
but it is far from being of any ſervice to 
him, and only renders him idle, and fond 
of diſfipation, 


TEE 
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THz exploit of conveying away the 
infant ſon was, indeed, as great a mafter- 
piece as I remember to have heard of.— 
The child's paſſing for his own was ad- 
mirably well concerted ; and how extra- 
ordinary was the conſequence. If the bro- 
ther of Lord B had not died at the 
very juncture when the merchant did; if 
his lordſhip had not chanced to fix his 
eyes and affections, as it were by miracle, 
upon him, he had remained in ſervitude 
till this moment. The youth's own ig- 
norance of this matter (if indeed he be 
unacquainted with it) and the partial 
knowledge of his foſter-father, are as 
ſtrange as any parts of this remarkable 
ſtory.— The whole, however, is likely 

to furniſh your ladyſhip with a notable 
piece of revenge upon the Creſwel family, 
which the delicacy of the daughter will 
cauſe 
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cauſe to fall more heavy upon her than 
upon any of the reſt; and this, as I take 
| it, madam, is what your ladyſhip mm 
aims at. 


| 
: 


ö I rave obſerved that Jernegan has, 
ſince this piece of imprudence, appeared 
1 extremely timorous; there is a kind of 
| l _ weakneſs joined with all the artfulneſs of 
1 | that fellow's temper, which, perhaps, it 
i is not eaſy to account for: but if he had 
WM really murdered any one, he could not be 
2 more timid than he is. 


Your ladyſhip need not doubt of, my 
keeping this affair an inviolable ſecret, on 
my part, fince the favours I have received 
at your hands might be alone fufficient to 

engage me to do ſo. I ſhall obſerve Jer- 
negan's motions, and give you a particu- 
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lar account of his conduct by letter. 
am, with the greateſt reſpect, madam, 
your ladyſhip's moſt faithful ſervant, 


J. GERRARD. 


i Go 


LET- 
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LETTER LXXXVI, 


Miſs S0orHIA Howarp to Mr. CLEVELAND. 


November 2r. 

H Is is; indeed, beyond expreſ- 

ſion amazing that you tell me 
of.—I tremble for the fate of the poor 
unhappy Emilia z perhaps even now ſhe 
groans beneath a load of involuntary 
guilt, violated by the impetuous raſh li- 
bertine her own brother. Heaven forbid 
it ſhould be ſo! This very inſtant have 
I ſent to prevent theſe fatal conſequences, 
May they exiſt only in my fears 


SGnæciovus providence! how intricate, 
how unſearchable are thy ways! When 
we ſeek to ſcan them, we are confounded 

| | i 
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as in a labyrinth; when we behold them, 
we are abſorbed in wonder and amaze- 
ment 


I am infinitely bound to you, Sir, for 
communicating to me this affair, which 
ſo nearly concerns me, as it touches the 


welfare of a friend, who is as dear to me 
as my own life ; and that obligation ſhall 


never be forgotten by 


SOPHIA HOWARD, 


- n 
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Y64 TI HAPPY DISCOVERY, 


LE TT E R LXXXVII. 


Sir WILLIAM Mains to the Lord Viſcount 
Bom 


November 22, 


HAT n events, my lord, 

are theſe ? How happy that the 
indiſſoluble knot was not tied! How un- 
happy muſt the young couple have been, 
if this had happened! But heaven, which 
is ever careful of the good, would not 
permit it.— Vet they will, doubtleſs, feel 
a pang at parting, which will not be eaſily 
forgotten. 


How vile a woman was Mrs. Creſwel, 
who could thus treat her huſband's off- 
ſpring, committed to her care an help- 

leſs 
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leſs infant, —And would any one have 
thought ſo much art had lurked under fo 
ſimple an appearance as that of Jernegan ? 
— When Lovegrove loſes a miſtreſs, and 
finds a ſiſter, his violent temper will, 
doubtleſs, pour forth many bitter excla- 
mations. As to the p6or Emilia, ſhe 
has been accuſtomed to vexations, and 
probably will, with a greater degree of 


reſignation, receive the news of this un- 


expected reverſe.ä— It were well, however, 
that they were acquainted with it as ſoon 
as poſſible, leſt they ſhould take any raſh 
reſolution, which might entail inevitable 
ruin upon them. For my part, I think 
this is ſuch a miracle, as puts common 
wonders out of countenance, and ſuch an 
one as within theſe ſeventy years I have 
not ſeen, and, were I to double my date, 
it is likely I might never fee again. The 

trouble 
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trouble I have taken in finding out the / 
matter, your lordſhip and all concerned 


are very welcome to, from | 
| 


W. MAIN. 


LE T- 


4 
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LETTER LXXXVIIL 


Lord B-— to FRA NCIS Lovecrove, Eſq, 


November 23. 


HE fecret, Mr. Lovegrove, which 

& I promiſed to communicate to you, 

together with another at that time un- 

known to myſelf, I take this method of 

acquainting you with timely, leſt you 

ſhould form ſuch reſolutions as might 
hereafter prove prejudicial to your peace. 


FiRsST, then, as I once told you you 
were not the heir to the eſtates and ho- 
nours of the B family, ſo I muſt 
now inform you that you are neither my 
nephew, nor any way related to me or 
my late brother; but of a family with 


which, 
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which, before your time, ours never had / 
any connexions. 5 


* SzconDLy, I muſt diſcover to you a 
ſecret, which, till within theſe two days, 
I was not myſelf acquainted with; which 
is, that you are ſon to Mrs. Creſwel, and, 
conſequently, brother to the very lady 
whom you court for a wife, —This, I 
know, will prove a great ſhock to you; 
but I exhort you to bear as a man, —Re- 
member, fortitude 1s more noble than 
courage, and that it is vain to murmur 
at our deſtiny.—lI pity you indeed, my 
foſter-ſon, I condole with you on this 
misfortune : but, ſince you have loſt a 
miſtreſs, you muſt be contented to have 
found a ſiſter, and. be grateful to heaven 
that the diſcovery has not come too late. 


{| [The manner of it is ſet down in an in- 
| oo cloſed 
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cloſed paper, which you may read at your 
leiſure.] Meanwhile, conſider me ſtill as 
much your friend as if I were your kinſ- 
man: I knew all along that you were no 
relation of mine; and the diſcovery of 
your real birth and parentage, can by no 
means tend to alienate my regards from 
you. In me you ſhall ever meet with a 
protector and a patron, and have no oc- 
caſion to ſue ſubmiſſively to your cruel 
ſtep-mother, 0 


Dzar Frank, make not yourſelf un- 
eaſy at theſe extraordinary events; but 
conſole yourſelf with the proſpect of many 
happy days to come, and be aſſured that 
you ſhall ever be remembered with real 
eſteem, by our affectionate friend 
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i 


r rü, 

Sir JaMEs BARCT Ax to Crarites 
BARCLAY, Eſq. | 

November 24. 


ES, my dear ſon, you have ſtill a 
chance for happineſs; and the 


young man is ſaved from a crime which, 


no doubt, he would ſhudder at the thought 
of, As to Miſs Creſwel, if ſhe be what 


you repreſent her, her pangs in ſuch a caſe 


would have been ſtil] more acute, her feel- 
ings would have made her ſtill more un- 


happy.— Well did I remember the whole 


of the vile buſineſs, and the diſpoſal of 


the boy ſent abroad by his ſtep-mother, 


to one who died in Italy : I remembered, 
likewiſe, Lord B-——'$ taking him over 
| 6 1 to 


£ 
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to England, and, ſince my diſcovering 
myſelf, informed Mr. Cleveland, whoſe 
curiofity I could by no means account 
for, of the whole matter.—A compari- 
ſon of circumſtances produced the proof 
of what now you are acquainted with 
and Jernegan, being taken before Sir Wil- 


liam Maine, I find has confirmed the 
truth of the matter, — 


Dx ar Charles, I have now contributed 
all in my power to your happineſs. Your 
care for mine has long been known; and 
yielding to your ſolicications, and thoſe of 
your good tutor, I am reſolved to ſet out 
for my native country, as ſoon as my par- 
don can be procured, and matters ſertled 
tor wy accommodation,— 
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ther has ever been remarkable, and which 
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Ir is never too late to learn ;—I have, 


ſeen my error, and am not aſhamed to 


own it. I will return, in every * 


my country, and to her intereſts; all party 


animoſities with me ſhall be — 85 ſor 
ever, and I will approve myſelf, in fu- 
ture, a quiet ſubject to the government 
under which I am to live; as being con- 
vinced that peace exceeds every other bleſ- 
ſing, and that a tranquil ſettlement is the 


greateſt glory of a ſtate — 


Wir impatience I wait to embrace 
you, my ſon, and to mingle in the ſocial 
aſſemblies of my friends. — Think you 
that I was diveſted of theſe deſires, when 
I fo long withſtood your entreaties? No! 
they were ſtruggling with a conſcious 
ſhame, and that ſpirit for which your fa- 


has 
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has generally made him unhappy. May 
the example ſerve as a warning to you, 
my ſon, and as a pattern for your con- 
duct! May you avoid the errors of your 


parent, and, by an happy prudence, pro- 
fit by his faults ! 


M. de Laniere, who is the bearer of 
this letter, will attend till you have ſet 
all things on a proper footing for my re- 
ception in England. If ſucceſs crowns 
your endeavours, the exile will but wait 
his return, to reviſic his native ſhores. 


Aviev! my dear ſon:—ſhake off the 
gloom which has ſo long hung upon your 
ſpirits; hope every thing; and be aſſured 
that, to gratify your warmeſt wiſhes, no 


endeavours ſhall be wanting in your af- 
fectionate parent, 


I. BARCLAY. 
14 L E T. 
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LETTER XC. | 


CHARLES BaRcCLay, Eſq. to Sir Jamtzs 
BARCLAV. | 


* i 


December 4. 
-Y honoured parent, 1 have re- 
| ceived your letter with inexpref- 
ſible joy, and have the comfort to ac- 
quaint you that your pardon is obtained, 
and that you are waited for with impa- 
tience in England, 


NEVER was man ſo welcome to me 
as M. Laniere, who brought me the 
happy news, and confirmed my hopes of 
once more beholding my father; the tid- 
ings of whoſe intended return, have 
painted the countenances of all the friends 
of our family with joy. | 


—— 


Your 
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Loos information, Sir, regarding Mr. 
Lovegrove, is aſtoniſhing; yet I can 
hope little, as I think, from its effects : 
for this diſappointment of Miſs Creſwel's 
hopes will, I fear, occaſion fuch a diſpo- 
ſition of mind in her, as may prompt her 


to be very backward: in liſtening to love 
propoſals in future, from any one; be- 


fides, the ſhock will be ſo great, as it will 
naturally take her ſome time to recover 
-herſelf from, and decorum would forbid 
my making early propoſals to her. But 
in all that relates to this matter, by you, 
Sir, muſt I be ruled.—I ſhall, however, 
make it my immediate buſineſs to ſend 
them word, by letter, of this extraordi- 
nary matter, though it is likely it may 
be known already; yet in ſo nice a point, 
the young couple being on the very brink 
of marriage, delays are certainly dange- 


I 4 rous, 
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rous, and a trifling miſtake of a moment, 
may occaſion whole years of wretched- 
neſs. 


Your obſervations, your counſels, 
your commands, I ſhall ever moſt care- 
fully attend to, and place my higheſt 
ſatisfaction in pleaſing you: this is but a 
duty which I owe to you, as an equally 
beloved and honoured parent,—Yes I 
will (thus happy in my firſt deſire, fo 
long wiſhed for, fo long beſought of hea- 
ven in vain) chaſe every ſad thought from 
my breaſt, and at once diſpel the gloom 
from my brow. I will be thankful to 
providence for the bleſſings of the preſent 
hour, and hope the continuance of them. 
in ſucceeding times, 


My 


Tur HAPPY DISCOVERY. 177 


My father and my friend, with a heart 
full of the warmeſt affection, I intreat 
you to haſten your journey hither; I con- 
jure you not to delay a moment longer 
than is abſolutely neceſſary, the mutual 
pleaſures of this much- deſired meeting. 
It is now eighteen years ſince I have dared. 
to own a father : it ſhall be my. joy that 
J have found one, as long as the Great 
Diſpoſer of all things ſhall think fit to 
ſpare his life: — I wiſh not for myſelf a- 
longer date. May one felf-ſame hour 
remove us from this ſublunary world, or 
let me firſt tempt the dark narrow way, 
nor bedew with filial tears the relicks of: 
my much-loved father. 


Parnon, dear Sir, theſe wild excla- 
mations; but à breaſt ſo feeling as mine, 
I. 5, 45% 
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is now the ſeat of a pleaſing kind of tu - 
mult, an anxious joy, yet imperfect, he- 
cauſe tinctured with expectation 
Even from that day (it is 8 
years ſince) when laſt. I ſaw you „ from 
that hour have my thoughts perpetually 
dwelt on you. | Not. pleaſure, buſineſs, 
no nor Love itſelf, has ever been able 
to divert them from you ;—and ever fince 
have I. been unhappy. But now my 
pledge and happy omen of future feli: 
city, I ſhall take from your arrival in 
England; from that bleſſed hour I ſhall 
date all my joys, for joys. will certainly 
ſucceed. Come then, my father, haſten 
ro 


dbu. Harley took Mr. Barclay over to France, 
at the age of eleven, where he ſaw- and remained. 
mane months with him. | 
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to the embraces of your country, to your 
friends, and, aboye all, to thoſe of your 
 ever-dutiful 
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LET T ER XCI. 


Miſs EMILIA CRESswWEIL to Miſs SOPHIA 
Howasmp. 


December 5. 


H "AY Oh my friend, where 

ſhall I find words to expreſs my 
Joy and wonder, terror and amazement : 
I am,, in one ſenſe, happy, ſupremely 
happy z yet ſhudder, as one eſcaped the 
brink of a dreadful precipice, at the dan- 
ger 1 have paſſed. 


I was juſt on the point (but ſure you 
know it all) of falling a prey to the li- 
bidinous deſires (Oh ſhame to virtue !) 
of my own abandoned brother. Yes, 
Sophy, the trembling victim was pre- 


Tg | 
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pared, led, as it were, to the very altar 
of ſacrifice, when heaven interpoſed, and 
ſent your Hallam to my relief.— I know 
your commands urged him on; the ge- 
nerous man told me that they did: and, 
-whilſt I pay my thanks to you, I cannot 
but honour him for his ingenuouſneſs. 


ArTzx my being detected by the noiſe 
I had made, in ſhutting the door after 
me, when brought back, Lovegrove (I 
cannot call him brother) treated me with 
the moſt ſoothing tenderneſs, and appeared 
highly concerned for the inſults offered to 
virtue in his late diſcourſes. He intro- 
duced to me, after much talking of him, 
a man, whom he paſſed upon me for 
Mr. Aldridge, my mother's brother, and 
not having ſeen the perſon, I could not 
diſcover the fraud. This inſtrument of 
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his held me in long converſation, - and 
even ſometimes affected to be angry with 
his employer, againſt whom he raiſed- 
weak objections, merely that the 1 
might benen them. = 


'F % © - 


1 8 induced to drink a glaſs or two 
of wine with this ſuppoſed relation, who 
departed tolerably well ſatisfied.” When 
he was gone I found my head grow 
diz zy, and being inclined to ſleep, though 
it was early in the evening, deſired to 
be ſhewed to my chamber; but this Mr. 
Lovegrove delayed as much as poſſible; 
alledging that he had ſome things of con- 
ſequence to communicate to me, which, 
he ſaid, it imported me to hear. He 
then found means to entertain me with 
many ſtrictures on the old ſubject, till I 
was ſo far overpowered, that I was ready 
4 | fo. 
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to fall aſleep in my chair. L then rouzed 
myſelf, and, with much difficulty, keps 
my eyes open to walk up ſtairs. Mean- 
while, a ſtrange fever poſſeſſed my blood, 
and my cheeks. glowed with an unuſual 
ardour. Being entered my chamber, I 
found that he had followed, me cloſe, and, 
before I was aware, he entered. it with 
me, and caught me in his arms. I made 
an effort to ſcream. out, but my voice was 
drowned in ſtrange murmurings. A faint 
languor alternately: ſucceeding to an un- 
accuſtomed. heat, made my. pulſe now 
beat quick. and high, with ſwift palpita- 
tions, and now the languid blood ſcarce 
crept through my. veins.  Confounded, 
aſtoniſhed, affrighted, I gazed wildly.on 
the libertine's face, whoſe eyes ſhot un- 
hallowed fires; yet he trembled as one 
affrighted, and his teeth chattered in his 
| head. 
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head. At that inſtant a loud peal of thun- 
der burſted from the heavens, and a flaſh. 
of livid lightning ſhot acroſs the cham- 
ber. A moment he quitted me ;—I funk. 
fainting 'on the bed, and, recovering, 
found myſelf again incircled in his arms. 
But then, juſt then, a loud knock was 
heard at the door. His boy let in the 
ſtrangers; when, gathering all my 
ſtrength, I ſhrieked as loud as my ex- 
hauſted ſpirits would permit me. — In a 
few minutes Mr. Hallam and Mr. Cleve- 
land broke open the chamber door, and 
entering, ſaved me from ruin. They 
ame between us; Lovegrove drew his 
ſword; when Mr. Cleveland thus ſo- 
| kmnly addreſſed him :—* Raſh, impe- 
4c tyous youth, we do not fear thy me- 
<< naces; this arm can wield a weapon 
Las well as thine; but treat us not as 

| enemies; 


— 
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e enemies; — we are your beſt friends. 
% Read the letters that gentleman is 
& charged with, and tremble at thy- 
6. ſelf.” 


Hz ended his diſcourſe, and Mr, Hal- 
lam (without ſpeaking a word, put into. 
his left-hand, for his right held his un- 
ſheathed weapon) the letters of Lord 
B— As he read he turned pale, the 
ſword fell from his hand, and exclaim- 
ing, Siſter! he ſunk down lifeleſs upon 
the floor. „ Ah, faid I, what new miſ⸗ 
fortune, what dreadful buſineſs is this?“ 
While Cleveland raiſed him, Mr. Hallam 
approaching me, cried, *« This gentle- 
% man is your brother.” It was diffi- 
cult, at firſt, to tell whether my new- 
found relation or myſelf was moſt af- 
fected. But guilt, indeed, conſcious 
guilt, 
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guilt, made his confuſion more deep and 
laſting.—He remained in the houſe with 
Mr. Cleveland, and I was removed to 
Lord B 
this. 


's, from whence L write 


; Tuus has heaven been pleased to de- | 
liver-me from guilt, ſhame, and miſery z 
but I mourn. for my criminal, my un- 
happy brother. Alas! that I ſhould find 
him thus; thus at a time, when even the 
kind endearment of a ſiſter's. embrace 
were ſhocking. This, indeed, is a ſad 
conſideration. My innocence alone ſup- 
ports me; and this no misfortune nor af- 
flictions can take away from me. 


I uus r confeſs I am a little uneaſy to 
think of my mother's baſeneſs, now ſo 
ban proved, and the ill conſequences 

which 
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which might have enſued from her unna- 
tural cruelty, and my blameable weak- 
neſs, E | N 5 


Ir you, my friend, are but half ſo 
weary of reading the ſtory of theſe unac- 
countable adventures of a few hours, as 
I have been with paſſing through them, 
you will think it high time to conclude 
this Jetter, which I ſhall haſten to do, 
with aſſuring you how much I am my 
Sophy's moſt ſincere friend, . 


EMILIA CRESWEL: 


LE T- 
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* LETTER XC. 


Miſs Sormia HOWARD to Miz 
| EMilia CrESWEL. 


December 10. 


OW I joy, my ever-dear Emily, 

1 to find you eſcaped from that 
worſt of evils which threatened you.— 
Heaven, ſure, has been peculiarly care- 


ful of my friend, and preſerved her from 
ruin, by means little leſs than miraculous. 


But for your unhappy, I wiſh I could not 


ſay your guilty brother, bad as he is, I 


compaſſionate his miſerable plight. Un- 
bleſſed indeed, ſupremely unbleſſed is 
that man, who in the midſt of misfor- 
tunes, has the mortification of his own 


heart's continually accuſing him : but 


for 
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for you, my dear Emily, this ſtroke can 
never be fatal to your peace. Your af- 
feftions were already more than half 
weaned from the deceiver; and the con- 
ſcious uprightneſs of your pure heart 
may be to you a perpetual ſource of com- 
fort. Many chearful days await you 
yet, in the bloom of life, and many 
pleaſures yet ſhall court your enjoy- 
ment. 


Axp here may I not aſk, whether the 
late forlorn, the generous, the diſinter- 
eſted Barclay, may not now have ſome 
chance to hope for your favour. Never 
before was I an advocate for him; bur I 
begin now to think, that heaven has 
pointed him out to make you happy : 
nor can it be poſſible that envy or malice 
itſelf ſhould condemn your a choice. 


Enough 


— —_—__—— oy — 
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Enough has been given to honour and / 
to delicacy ; receive now a worthy lover 


to your arms, and conſult, at laſt, your 
own felicity.-Your guardian, Sir Ro- 
bert, cannot, after what has happened, 


your mother dares not, ſure, diſpute 
your pleaſure.—That you can love him, 
J take for granted; that you have not 
already a ſecret regard for him, is more 
than I would venture to aſſert: however 


that be, my friend cannot blame me for 
my advice (though I once counſelled her 


to wed the unhappy ſubject of her ſor- 
'rows ;z)—now I adviſe the only thing 
"which is likely to heal them: and ſure 
ſome comfort, ſome conſolation is at this 
* time neceſſary. Where then can it be 
better ſought, than in the arms of 'a 
faithful and tender conſort? And ſuch 


an 
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an one the perſon in queſtion . moſt 
een n FW 
. 1 Au extremely glad, my Emily, that 
Mr. Hallam and myſelf have had any 
ſhare in the delivering you from this 
deepeſt diſtreſs. The man, I find, has 
been juſt, and not arrogated to himſelf 
too much : perhaps it may prove of ſer- 
vice to him to behave ſo.—Seriouſly, 
had it not fallen out that I counſelled him 
to go to Lord. B 's, Where he got 
that important letter, it is probable that 
all would have been confuſion. But 
enough of this melancholy ſubject; the 
ſtorm blown over, let us be gay again. 
And whom do you think, Emily, I 
have gotten for a ſweetheart of late ? Sir 
Harry Verney, as I live, that ſtrange 


collection of vanity and miſchief, and 


Lady 
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Lady Cæcilia has recommended him. 


Now ſhall I, if the man be fool enough 
to be ſerious, uſe him like a dog : for I 
believe both he and her ſweet-tempered 
ladyſhip, who hold you in light eſteem, 
have been guilty of tampering with Mr. 
Lovegrove (piſh, Creſwel I mean) and 
urging him to. extremities in your re- 
gard.— But I muſt contrive to make 
Hallam jealous through his means; for 
jealouſy, they ſay, is a proof of love: 
now I ſhould like mightily to be fully 
convinced of his extraordinary love, 
that he looks ſo grave about, He is, I 
am well aſſured, a libertine in principle 
and in practice; but if he comes to me to 
try experiments, it is likely he will only 
get his labour for his pains, 


Bur 
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Bur pray what have you done with 
my old-faſhioned lover? I begin to be a 
little jealous myſelf; but you muſt not 
retort my own arguments upon me. 
Pray fend him down; tell him his ſove- 
reign lady and miſtreſs requires his pre- 
ſence, and I know the man will obey 4 
for he, like the reſt of the world, doubt- 
leſs cringes at one time, merely that he 
may have it in his power to domineer at 
another. If ever he ſhould be my ſove- 
reign lord and maſter, I ſuppoſe he will 
pay me off all my ſcore, with intereſt, 
But my paper reminds me that it is time 


to ſubſcribe myſelf your ſincere and con- 
| ſtant | 


SOPHIA HOWARD, 
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Lord 


- 


to Sir WILLIAM Maine. 

| December 2 5 
HIS Harry Discovery has been 
likely to coſt poor Miſs Creſwel too 
dearly.. Her delicate texture has ſuffered 
much by the ſhock; and ſhe is ſcarcely 
yet recovered from an indiſpoſition, which 
was the conſequence of it. Her unhappy 
brother, though of a vigorous and healthy 
conſtitution, is ſeized with a melancholy, 


which, perhaps, may prove more fatal 


to him, and has twice attempted his own 
life. My cares, and thoſe of the worthy 
Mr. Cleveland, have been divided. be- 
tween them. I ſhall ſoon ſee the lady, 
doubtleſs, riſe ſuperigr to the troubles 

5 | | and 
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and perplexities in which ſhe has been 
involved; but for my. ſuppoſed kink 


man, whom I loved almoſt with a pa- 


rent's affection, I tremble for his ſafety. 
That wicked wretch, Lady Cæcilia 
Waltham (could one believe it?) was 
well acquainted with the Whole of this 


ſtory long before we knew it, and urged 


the unhappy youth to the violation of his 
ſiſter: ſhe hated the Creſwel family, and 
beſides, being the next heir at law, cared 
little how ſoon ſhe ruined thoſe who. were 
to enjoy an eſtate, which ſhe wiſhed the 
poſſeſſion of. Sir Harry Verney too was 
concerned in the vile buſineſs; but how 


far he was in the ſecret, L cannot. ſo 


eaſily learn.— Mr. Lovegrove (now Creſ- 
wel) cannot, however, bear to hear bim 
named. — His cruel. mother has with- 


drawn herlelf from the family- ſeat, and 
K 2 is 
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is gone to reſide ſomewhere about Corn · 
wall, not being able to bear the bitter 
upbraidings of her neighbours. It was, 
indeed, time that ſhe ſhould remove; for 
ſhe could not ſtir out in her chariot with- 
out being hooted by the people; and fol- 
lowed' with malediftions wherever ſhe 
went; Her kinſman is withdrawn with 
her; and Miſs Emily, now nearly of 
age, is adviſed to take poſſeſſion of Creſ- 
wel-place, whither ſhe has conſented to 
go Within a few days. 


MEANWIHILE I have written to Mr. 
Barclay, who, I know, regards my fair 
charge with the eyes of a lover, to viſit 
her there, and urge his ſuit ; to which, 
as 1 ſhould think, there can be now no 
obſtacle. Perhaps I ſhould not chuſe to 

be ſo buſy: about theſe affairs, but that 
Ks Mrs. 
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Mrs. Creſwel having reſigned her ſhare - 
in the ill-managed guardianſhip of her 
daughter, I have been choſen by the 
lady in her room: a few months, how- 
ever, will annul the office, and mature 
the fair flower which Sir Robert and my- 
ſelf watch ſo tenderly. If you have a 
curioſity to ſee this ornament of her ſex, 
let us have your company here within a 
day or two, and you ſhall be received 


with a hearty welcome by your ſincere 
friend 


— — — 
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[Arz a chaſm of a month in the 
hiftory, we find the following lines from 
the unhappy brother of _ to hi 
falſe friend. «I 


2 


— 
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Mr. Carew to Sir Hanzy VRERNEY, | 


* aua. 

AM too fully convinced of your 
baſeneſs, to ſeek a farther proof than 
my own eyes and ears have already 
given me of it. To you my unhappy | 
ſiſter and myſelf were likely to owe our 
ruin: I hate your baſe principles, which 
now appear in their true light ;—I de- 


iſe your perſon 8 and I muſt take the 


liberty to inform you, That, if you do . 
* 
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not recant immediately (under your hand) 
the falſities * you have broached to the 
injury of. my ſiſter's character, I ſhall re- 
ſent it in a proper manner; and, in ſugh 
a caſe, you may deem this letter as a 
challenge ſent you by the injured 


. 
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. Tui * 38 had aſſerted, come 
times in public, that Emily was actually debauched 
x her brother, 
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LETTER XCV. 


c January 1. 
A ſorry to inform your lordſhip, 
that you are not likely ever to behold 
him whom you called kinſman again, Two 


| days ſince he fought a duel with Sir Harry 


Verney, whom he has mortally wounded, 
and is retired to France, after having left 
a letter addreſſed to me, in which he de- 
fires me to acquaint you, that he never will 
return again to his native country, but 
ſpend his days in a ſolitude on the conti- 
nent. This is all the effet, undoubted- 
ly, of that gloom which has ſo long hung 
vpon his ſpirits; though, undoubtedly, 


the wicked baronet deſerved his fate, 


having. 
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having aſperſed the ſpotleſs character of 


the blameleſs Miſs Creſwel: he has, be- 
ſides, owned in his illneſs a baſe deſign, 


which was, as yet, in its embryo, upon 


the chaſtity of Miſs Howard; which, 
however, it is moſt probable he would 


never have brought to bear. 


1 convott 'moſt ſincerely with the 
young lady, on the Joſs of this her too- 
late found relation, and the heir. to the 
eſtate and fortunes of the family, and 
wiſh her the enjoyment of that peace to 


which ſhe has too long been a ſtranger. 
She has certainly. ſhewn great prudence 
in chuſing your lordſhip. for a guardian, 


whoſe tender care will more than requite 


to her the loſs of an unworchy parent. 


K. 5. 
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1 WOULD to heaven ſhe were even now 


married to the worthy Barclay, who is at 
preſent. with me, and deſires to be re- 
ſpectfully remembered to your lordſhip, 
whoſe welfare | is ever highly ng 


> * 
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CLEVELAND. 
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Rx joĩcꝝE, madam, that I am thus 
once more permitted to addreſs en 
to you, whilſt I ſorrow for the occaſion.— 

May I hope that I ſhall not now offend; 
in mentioning that paſſion, which no cir- 
cumſtances have been able to alter, no 


length of time to efface, J know, ma- 
dam, you will be juſt, and I know yow 
will own that I was willing to ſuppreſs it, 
when it was likely to prove injurious to 
your peace, Then I dropped my ſolici- 
tations by your commands, and I ſhall 
only renew them zow by your permiſſion; 

4 —lIf 


LY 


Alf you forbid me not, I ſhall wait on 


you to plead my own cauſe, and to in- 


treat, perſonally, that kind indulgence, 


in the hope of which alone I live, I will 
not, therefore, tire vou at preſent with 


tedious repetitions, of what you are but 
tog well acquainted : I will only aſk, that 


you would ance more condeſcend to ſee 


es an acquaintance, ., one who dares nat 
take the liberty of 3 
* 


© BARCBAY.. 


1. E T. 
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LETTER Xun. 


Miſs Exiza Cara to Cranuss 
WASTE Obs Eſq. | 


Felina 1. 

A N indeed obliged to you, Sir, 

for the favourable ſentiments you 
Rill retain for me, and, as I am com- 
manded by my guardians, I think it my 
duty to receive your viſits. As a friend, 
1 have ever eſteemed you; but you would 
| honour me too highly in naming yourſelf 
my lover. 


Ons. thing I would mention to Mr. 
Barclay, previous to our meeting, leſt 
any ſeemingly remiſs behaviour of mine 
might offend. him, which is, that, at a 

time 


ati —— . — 
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time like this, the many recent wounds 
which my peace has received, have ren- 


dered my breaſt a feat unfit for the more 
gentle and ſocial paſſions; and for this 


Faſon it will be Tong, very long, be⸗ 
fore any thoughts of love can be enter- 


taped. b 


4 * - \/- ad 
m * 1 1 . * 

* 1 - r 1 ; } 14 . 4 bo 1 

t 19 265 2— 


= ww" } . % 
„ 41 : * 
F 2 * 5 . 
«00 i 
f * 
1. 11 / - 
— 
1. 
= 
< — . + 
7 1 { Þ 
4 11 A P 
LE T- 
A = m N 996 * 4 
= 
qc: 
o 7 - 8 £ wa 285 


Tax HAPPY DISCOVERY. 203 


L E T T E R XCVIIL. 


Mit EMILIA CRESWEL to Miſs Sor ur 
' HaWARD. 


February A 

LAS! my friend, the unhappy 

A. youth is dead. A fever, occa- 
fioned by his hurry, and a ſlight wound 
that he had received in the combat, and 
neglected. He was buried in the garden 
of a monaſtery, by a poor order of monks, 
who had, by his deſire, relieved and at- 
tended him in his ſickneſs. So ended 
the fierce-ſpirited, the once-gallant Love- 
grove; and ſo died the ſorrowful, the un- 
happy, penitent Creſwel. Ah! Sophy, 
will there never be an end of griefs? Am 
1 condemned ever to be a mourner ?— 
And 
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And yet, even now, am [I ſolicited to- 
love, to wedlock, to nuptial joys. Hea- 
ven knows how unfit my temper of mind 
js. for the entertaining theſe generally- 
agreeable objects: yet Barclay, I muſt: 
confeſs, has merit that might win the 
Heart of any woman ; I muſt own, like- 
wiſe, he has found out the method of 
making himſelf agreeable to me, for he 
ſympathiaes with. me in my. forrows, and 
treats me with a reſpectful tenderneſs, 
which a woman cannot but approve;. yet 
I cannot now think of rewarding his paſ- 
lon. What time and his aſſiduities may: 
effect, I know not: at preſent, my heart 
is ſo taken up with mournful imagina- 
tions, that it even fickens at the ſound.of: 
joy. Adieu! my Sophy ; I am glad to 
hear "_—_ going to . your ſitua- 

nien z. 
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tion; your happy union with your de- 


ſerving lover, will give a ſenſible ſatis- 
faction to your 


EMILY, 


LE T- 


— 


—— men ——= 


—— — 
— 


210 Tas HAPPY DISCOVERY. 


ME: nov de nid vaten A w 
LETTE x" Ke vet 
Tb bf + 


Doctor HarLtey to Mr. nag Beta, 
41507008 | 


March I 6 


"ES, my dear ſon, I rejoice to add 
to 5 family ſo worthy a young 
man, who has ſtood ſo long the aſſay, 


and whoſe character has, at the laſt, 


proved pure and blameleſs. Forgive my 
unworthy ſuſpicions, which, for what 


.reaſon I know not, were firſt awakened 


by thoſe anonymous papers which I have 
delivered into your hands; whoſe unwor- 
thy author had to this moment been un- 


diſcovered " if dying he had not owned 


6 the 


— „ 


Six H. Verney, who once, with a baſe de- 
ſign, addreſſed this young lady. Repulſed, he 
revenged 


/ 
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the unprofitable villainy, when in the 
ſharpeſt agonies his unprepared ſoul was 
ſtruggling for a few wretched moments 
longer to be united to his body. 


Bur no more of him. May heaven 
ſhower down on you, my children, the 
choiceſt of its bleſſings! May you be 
ever the mutual delight of each other, 
and ſometimes the chearful comforters af 
the drooping age of 


21 


HARLEY. 


revenged himſelf by writing thoſe papers, which 
gave Mr. Cleveland a bad character, and inti- 
mated that his intentions were diſhonourable, By 
this letter it appears that the baronet was, by this 
time, dead of his wounds. | ; 
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IH xx the ſeries of letters is again in- 
terrupted for ſome months; during which 
time the Lady Cæcilia died, and Miſs 
Sophia was wedded to her lover, Mr. 
Hallam : after which we find the four 
following, which conclude the hiſtory, ] 


LETTER C. 
Mrs. HALLam to Miſs EuiLIA Crrswer, 
Auguſt 4. 


OW ready my fair friend is to 
congratulate me on entering into 


the marriage-ſtate, which ſhe will not 
| countenance by her own example,—Po- 


fitively, Emily, this is not fair. But 
you fay you ſhall ſoon, you fear, be pre- 
vailed on to make one of us,—Now, in 
the name of goodneſs, what do you fear? 
: | Believe 
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Believe me, I have tried it, and find no- 

thing in it to be ſo much afraid of, —My 

good man and I keep each other in ex- 

cellent order and fine tune, as Lady Trifle 
calls it, from morning till night. Only 
ſometimes the wretch will be too fond. 
That however, you will ſay, is a good 
fault in a huſband ; but even too much 
honey will cloy. and, poſitively, I have 
often a good mind to endeavour at mix- 
ing a little gall with it, to make perfect 
matrimony of it, 


SINCERELY, my dear, I am more 
happy than ever I was in my life, and 
am fully perſuaded you would experience 
the ſame felicity, were you entered into 
the ſame agreeable ſtate : which, that you 


may really very ſoon do, is the earneſt 
wiſh of your 


SOPHIA HALLAM. 
L E T- 
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LETTER CI. 


- Mr. Goopwin' to Dr. Hanz. b 
* 10. 

ADY Cecilia i is dead; ſhe expired 

in a fever, attended, at intervals, 
with a ſtrong delirium, and experienced 
the moſt agonizing pangs it is poſ- 
| fible for the heart to conceive : 'ſhe re- 
pented, however, of her crimes, and 
ſent for Mr. Barclay, and the injured 
beauty, to aſk forgiveneſs of them z 
| which was granted in, a manner ſo ten- 
der and humane, as was beyond deſcrip- 
tion charming. Nor when ſhe was de- 
parted, did theſe amiable people make 
any bitter reflections upon her conduct, 
but ſeemed willing to bury with her the 
memory 


= * + * >» 
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memory of her 2p! and even | ſhed 

rears over their deceaſed enemy,” 


Tur amiable couple are at, laſt united. 
Yeſterday their hands were joined in 
Lord B—'s chapel. The happy Bar- 
clay led to the altar his bluſhing beau- 

teous Emily, with a triumphant ſmile, 
that brightened all his countenance. She 
was dreſſed in a beautiful white ſatin, 
emblem of her virgin purity. Bright 
gems, intermingled with artificial flowers, 
adorned her gloſly hair, and heaved upon 
her ſnowy boſom, —Her bright eyes ſpoke 
the language of love, and her glowing 
cheek was empurpled with a warm bluſh, 

that rendered her ſtill more lovely. From 
his Jordſhip's hands Mr. Barclay receiyed 
his beautiful bride ; ir James Bar- 
_ Sir Robert; and myſelf, were pre- 
5 ſent, 
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ft, with h a few ſelect friends, and, ate! 
the ceremony was over, a. geni 


banquet, at which ſocial mirth preſided, / 


* 4j 38680 bs FER 65 


Ten ridegroom, glaving vin ue. 
perually 7 his fair fads. and, ex- 
ulted ! in her ſuperior charms, At night 
he retired earlier than the company broke 
up, to claſp to his breaſt the moſt chaſte 
and lovely among women. | 


Max every felicity health, riches, and 
a numerous offspring can beſtow, attend 
upon them; and may they live to rear 
up a race like themſelves, amiable and 
virtuous. | | 


© * 81 . 


1113 moment I have heard. . Mrs. 
Creſwel i is dead : _ the expired 1 in an apo- 
plectic 
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plectic fit. This piece of news I know | 
will, in ſome meaſure, damp the joy of 
the new-married pair, though moſt peo- 
ple would think they had little reaſon to 
be concerned at the event.— Sir James 
Barclay bids me remember him to his ſon's 
friend and tutor; and I am, with my beſt 


wiſhes for your happineſs, yours with all 
ſincerity, | 


GOODWIN, 


Vol, II. B LE T- 
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Auguſt - 22. 


FE 8, my dear, your arguments are 
indeed cogent; they carry convic- 
tion with them. You have ſhewn me my 


follies: I fee them now in their proper 
light, and bluſh for myſelf. Barclay, 
the honourable, the juſt, the amiable 
Barclay, is no more the object of my ab- 
ſurd wild paſſion, and ſtill more abſurd jea- 
louſy; but he is become the object of my 
ſincere and laſting eſteem. Nor is this 
empty praiſe and fruitleſs admiration; for 
I will endeavour to imitate, whilſt I ap- 
Ry his virtues. If there be an ap- 

T . proach 
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proach to perfection in human nature, 
certainly it is to be ſeen in him: I ſay an 
approach; for it were impious madneſs to 
ſuppoſe abſolute perfection in this mortal 
ſcene: no, that is reſerved for another 
and a better ſtate; yet the nearer we verge 
towards it below, the fitter we ſhall doubt- 
leſs be for inheritors of the Inga of 
_ purity hereafter. 


T ne 8 of my affairs, and thoſe 
of my acquaintance, has led me unawares 
into this train of reflexions: and, indeed, 

to tell you truly, though I think I have 
diſcarded all heart-burnings and uneaſi- 
neſs, all paſſions of groundleſs anger, and 
uſeleſs repinings at the awards of Provi- 
dence, yet, my dear, there remains upon 
my ſpirits a kind of not unpleaſing me- 
lancholy, and a more than common in- 
L 2 - _ clination 
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iclination to ſolitude and acts of devo- 
tion. It ſhould ſeem as if Heaven had 
called me, by its grace, from the cares of 
this world, in order that I might be in- 
Aduced to fix * mind on nn n 


hed Creſwel! 1 cannot think. of him 

D | hone: compaſſion. Surely, no man is 
ſo much to be pitied as one who has ſuf- 
fered his evil paſſions to predominate over 
him, and become habitual. When he 
vas brought to a due ſenſe of himſelf, his 
penitence was exemplary: ſo would have 
been the courſe of the latter part of his 
life, having formed a ſcheme of retir- 
ing from the converſe of the world. —I 
do not know. how you will. approve the 
reſolution I have taken, to imitate him in 
Hp or pee but I muſt inform you, 
chat I have een! to do ſo. In 
18100 hire 
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—=ſhire'is a rural retirement, which I 
intend to make my hermitage, and, with- 
drawing thither, to live to myſelf, and liold 
converſe rather with the dead than with 
the living. I have certainly more occa- 
ſion to think of ſuch a retreat than ever 
Birctay had. It was proper that he ſhould 
be reconciled to the world, becauſe the 

world wanted him. Few, extremely 
few, are the patterns we have of ſocial 

felicity.— This amiable gentleman and 
his lady may ſet a bright example to 
all wedded pairs, and teach them at 
once what it is to be virtuous and to be 
8 +: Al As] have forfeited my part in the 
joys of ſociery, from which I am, as it were, 
cut off by the effects of my miſplaced and 
. e paſſions.—1 am told, indeed, 


L * that 
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5 chat 1 may yet f find Gmitdit in the hurry of 


| the world; nay. more, that I may ſtill be 
bleſſed even in a married ſtate. The Per- 


ſon too is pointed out to me, with whom | 


1 am to poſſeſs this board of felicity': but | 
theſe, believe me, are all idle dreams, the 
children of warm fancy, nouriſhed i in the 
brain of thofe who wiſh me well; and 
what they wiſh they fondly propheſy. — 
Undeceived by the great teacher, Time, 
1 view things i in a different light, and will 
no more ſubſiſt on empty hopes, the poor, 
precarious Penfioner of az bour,—If J ſeek 
ſatisfaction henceforth, I muſt endeavour 
to find it in myſelf alone ; ;—externals can 
no longer furniſh it. The changing ſea- 
ſons, the revolving hours, days, months, 
and, years, begin with me to loſe their 
| pleaſing variety.— The time Was when 


each of cheſe could give 2 certain unac- 


countable. 


—_ 
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countable pleaſure; when the beauties of 
the blooming Spring could warm my ex- 
panding breaſt with vernal joy; when 
Summer's genial gales revived my heart; | 
| and Autumn,. harveſt-crowned, impart- 
ed to my ſoul that calm ſerenity, that 
tranquil joy, with which its mildneſs 
bleſſed the ripened year: nor was the hoaty 
ice- clad Winter void of its delights ;— 
the fleecy landſcapes of ſnow ; the froſt- 
bound ſtream; the iceicle depending 
from the ſtraw- roofed cot, could pleaſe 
me wandering through the rural haunts ; 
whilſt at home each ſocial dear delight 
beguiled the inclement ſeaſon. Now all 
are equal, and all ceaſe to charm ; not be- 
cauſe they have loſt their beauties, but be- 
cauſe I am deprived of my reliſh for them. 
—There | is, however, yet one pleaſure re- 
maining, which is that of holding this 
V 
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dumb converſe with my former friends: k 


am at this inſtant purſuing it to its fulleſt 
extent. —Yet who knows whether a letter 


of this melancholy kind can ĩmpart any 
pleaſure to thoſe whom I addreſs it to 


Tt might, perhaps, to ſome prove a diſa- 


greeable experiment; but 1 . 


allow for the weakneſs ß 
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- Sir Jae BARCLAT to Dogur Hanars 
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MAHUS at laſt, A oh Wiend. 
have I lived to ſee my own'mis- 
| fortunes at an end; and, what I am till - 
more thankful for, I. have lived to ſee 
my beloved ſon happy. What grate- 
ful. acknowledgments | are not due, both 
from him and from myſelf, to you, who, 
mindful of ancient friendſhip, todk ſuch - 
tender care of the child of an unhappy 
exile, at. once protecting him from the 
rough blaſts. of fortune, and forming his 


7oung mind to wiſdom and to virtue! 


14 


' Waar a contraſt is here to the Ge 
cent circumſtance Which we ate all ac- 


1 quainted- 
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quainted with. On one hand, we be- 
hold a, good man, taking every degree of. 
trouble to educate his friend's child, 
whilſt, on the other, we ſee a mother 

cruelly abandoning her own; if not tlie 
immediate offspring of her body, yet one 
bound to her by every other tie of nature 

| | and humanity.— Our deteſtation of the 
latter muſt naturally riſe in Proportion to 

our admiration of the former. I could pro- 
| cieed; but having juſt. been informed that: 
| Mrs. Creſwel is dead, and has made all 
the reparation in her power for her crimes, 
1 will leave the declamatory part of the 

| ſobzect, and only take this opportunity 
| of giving you a brief detail of the man- 
ner in which this woman carried on her. 
deceit, as I in Jour laſt *requeſted me 


1 1 ' 8 N 1 80 
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WIEN Mr. Creſwel was once abſent 


from England; in a public character, foon 
after his eſpouſing this his ſecond wife, 
that lady taking advantage of the cir- 
-cumftance, removed his child from the- 
- place whither ſhe had previouſly ſent it to- 
be nurſed, on pretence of having it con- 


veyed into the country, for the benefit of 


the wholeſome air; (her daughter-in- lav 
Was at that time placed with a female re 
| 'Jation.)," The young Creſwel was accord- 
ingly ſent down to a village within a 
few miles of 'B-——1; and there Wann 
wich che wife of Jernegan, who was a 
principal in the plot, till it was ripe, 
and then they had orders to ſay that the 
child was dead, which they did; and 
"afterwards ſent him privately into Corn- 
wal; where he was kept, for ſome time, 
by. a perſon; appointed for that purpoſe, 
in, L. & a 


— 
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the child'of a Corniſh gentleman whoſe 
name was Eovegrove. This man being 
after wards inſtruẽted to abſcond,. the. in- 
ant fell upon the pariſh, which reared him 


ill che age of ſeven years z —but, at this 
period, Mrs. Creſwel having received ſome 


hints that the affair was known to more 


than one or two perſons, employed Jerne- 
gan again to take the lad out of the poor- 
houſe at — in Cornwal, and ſend 
„Akim abroad. This was accordingly done, 
and an agreement made with Capt., 
of the Gryphon, to take him as his ca- 


—— Log 


bin- boy. He did ſo; with inſtructions 
to endeavour all. in his power at ſettling. 
bim ſomewhere abroad. Faithful to his 


truſt, and finding he had a good genius 
bias quick apprehenſion, he placed him 


Wy | 


Nh a merchant. in Leghorn,, whither the 
veſſel was bound. x W. 
che. 
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the late brother of Lord Bi, who 
Had loſt a fon} whom he imagined Mr. 
Creſwel (now Lovegrove) to refetnBle, 
tock him and brought him up as his on 
child. Fame, which is ever buſy wich 
malicious reports, ſoon ſpread abroad that 
this was his natural child; and Mr. B, 
ho was of an eaſy, indolent natute; Was 
at no pains to contradict the report. 
That gentleman dying in Italy, the Lord 
20 B.. 2 5 his-brother;- took eare of Love- 
grove, owned him as his nephew, but, 
careful of his relation's honour; never 
mentioned the circumſtance of his being a 
natural child, though he at firſt ſuſpected 
kim to be ſo.— And Lovegrove, who had 
many reaſons to ſuppoſe himſelf deſcended 
from a good family, thought he eould 
e aſily account for the myſtery of his birth, 
by ſome private circumſtances relating to 
F bis 


e ds MAFRT DISCOVERV. 
had been a ſtolen one. This, together with 
the affluence he lived in, and many other 
concurring circumſtances, made him quite 


eaſy. in regard to his deſcent. Nurſed in 
the waren, luxurious climate of Italy, he 
there ĩmbibed thoſe principles of libertin- 
Ag, and that falſe caſte for pleaſure, which. 
Den afterwards ſo fatab to him. 


A Lord a he returned to 
Eiglus d; and, on his arrival, paid his ad- 
dreſſes to his own ſiſter: the event we are 
vell acquainted with. It was extraordinary; 
Lit might have proved dreadful: but Hea- 
ven preſerved Miſs Creſwel for better for- 
tunes; preſerved her to make my dear (L 
hop I may ſay my deferving) ſon bappy. 
This is all 1 aſked to live for; and now 
this ia accompliſhed, my end, which, in- 
£4 | the: 
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the courſe of things, I feel will ſoon ap- 
Proach, will be neither Aula for nor 
a wele gebe chi Big 


ave idee ab 132003 
| ge pets is. here. e FEA, and: 
.gefires: to be remembered to you in the 
moſt affectionate manner. I need not tell 

vou, that your welfare, and aba your 


family, care gver dear tag 
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Miſs AR ABELL A Wizkes to. Cnanrrs. 
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dasses betone, Auguſt 23. 
"write this, Mr. —— 
your forgiveneſs for every thing which 
Fiy have faid or done to your difad- 
vantage; and hope you will exeuſe thoſe 
Luhe of waich love -was the 1 occa- 


de 32 3 "x; © = WIT) 3 
js , 
5 33 1807 \ 4 


DD by a e e 
urged on by thoſe who were enemies both 
to you and me, I ſaid I knew not what, 


* gined 
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gined to be her brother, in order to cut 
off from you all hopes of ever poſſeſſing 
her: HI 414233 , 

23 1445 O0 . 21441 75 144 2A AM 

"Mrzourvapbyn my wn, 1 ſaw every 
object in a falſe light; and imagined 
thar, becauſe I had. conceived a violent 
paſſion for you, it was therefore a crime 
in you not to love me, though you ne ver 
gave me any rational nn to burpols 
— _ 

en Sand my own reaſon, 2 
by your conduct, of my error, and awed. 
by the immediate hand of Heaven, which 
has appeared to lead you to happineſs, 
and your malicious foes to deſtruction, 
There intreat your pardon for my weak= 
neſs, and ſolemnly. renounce all' claim 
91119 to 
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to your affections, declaring, that (what- 


ever favourable ſentiments you might, at 


one time, entertain of me) you never 
made any, promiſes, nor contracted any 
U e wich the © elguided 


T 
I [t7 4 : I : ; ' 17 7 4 4 "3 * $47 1 © 
” % L as ; 
. , : 
42 : * . s 4&8 * 0 , ö 
i : ard 713 1 1811181 T to 1189 
* 8 i hs $a % * - : # + . 4 444 42 323 + 


11.3 >. ©2414 * 2 31120 24205. 


ARABELLA WILLIS 


Fd 1 ; 
» } * a | + 
; ' ' : 
* 1 x: 3 L 4 i: p, * 
FL - 131 + &3 III 172 


. 14 4 
+ # £ ; CA 14 
g : $ 3 1 5 4. X. 4 - SY * 5 ad 14 

# 4 : —_—_ 1 . F124 I af 1. . i &4 $. 4 ia +44 pp 4119 
” " - * * x b 
, „ 2 : 17, FEET 4 pC %: $5 2 LOWS — 
einern h A FILLS ISS LET 
5 : 5 v 


3 Hias ts IC 1 bt 90 700162 badi esd 


Tax HA PPY DI SCOVERY. 235 
50. Uh EFT FER. 


Sir CHARLES BARCLAY to Mr. Goopwin, 


-+*.& » 


Un anſwer to an epiſtle of condolance on the 
death of his father, which happened ſome 
weeks before the writing of this letter.] 


” YWYH 1 


October 5. 


ES, my dear friend, you ſay truly, 

there is no ſuch thing as happineſs 
to be expected here. My felicity had been 
100 great if Heaven had preſerved to me 
the beſt of fathers. All who know his 
virtues, and all who conſider how long I 
was ſeparated from him, and how lately he 
was found, cannot be ſurpriſed at my grief; 
yet I mourn not as one without hope :—the 


mk life, of him I lament, and his 
almoſt 
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tot blamelels cönduct (except in one 
inſtance) give me the greareft' reafon"to. 
conchide he it removed to a better tate. 
9d3 ni 3813 voy lts bas most 120 
K W days after 5 bro > 4 for- 
mal viſitor: came to ſee me, WG in one 
bteath exprefſedd his alen forrow for 
the loſs of my father, and withed mme 
joy, in a profuſion of very high-flown- 
2 of my acceſſion to his title and 
eſtates.” Tou may gueſs how welcome 
ſuch a man muſt be to one in my ſitua- 
tion. Good Heaven! how can people 
have hearts ſo unfeeling ! am ſure my 
poor Emily has grieved for my parent as 
if he had been her own; the ſilent tear. 
has often ſtolen- down her cheek, while 
ſhe has been endeavouring to foothe - my 
| forrows. In her 1 have ftill a conſola- 
tion left, for which I am moſt thank- 
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ful to Providence. My friend, as I know 
vou will not ſtand upon the formality of 
ceremonies, I take che liberty to cut this 
jetter ſnort, and aſſure you, that in the 
midſt of all afflictions, however I-may be 


perplexed with ſorrows, there will always 
be a temembrance of you treaſured up in 
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Tady BAR CLA to Mrs. H ALL AM. 


| December 2 2H 


Es, my dear Sophy, exultiogly I 
own it, I am happy, as happy as 


with ſuch loſſes; and ſuch an heart as 
mine, it is 1 o . de. Ir 2877 


My dear; my generous ce is Ie 


once the beſt of huſbands and of men. 


His virtues become every day more con- 


ſpicuous, and every day he grows more 


the friend and the delight of human kind. 


I exult in his tender care, I rejoice in his 


protection, though I am yet a mourner 
for his excellent father's death. Woman, 


| * Sophy, a poor, weak, helpleſs being, 


ſtands 
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Nands in need of a protector; and man, 
rough in his manners, wants a polifh, 
which can alone be given him by the 
ſofter ſex. United they are beautiful, be- 
cauſe they ſupply each other's defects; 
they miſt be amiable, becauſe they are the 
completion of the laws of Providence. 


\ Tnvs marriage is honourable, and ever 
has it been honoured by me; though 
freely I confeſs I expected not to find it 
ſo happy a ſtate as I now experience it to 
be; and J praiſe it the more, becauſe 1 
have been thus agreeably diſappointed. 


AnD now, my friend, my weary pil- 
grimage is ended ; and J am, as I hope, 
arrived at laſt in the harbour of reſt. I 
look back on my paſt troubles with an an- 
xious kind of — which is not a 
| little 
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little heightened by the agreeable refle- 
jon that I have nothing of guilt to charge 
upon myſelf, as the foundation of them. 
1 view my- preſent ſtate with all the ſatis- 


faction that can be expected, and look 


forward to future years (if cheſe be granted 
to me) with the pleaſing hope of the con- 


tinuance of thoſe bleſſings, which whilſt 


1 enjoy, I ſhall, I hope, always endeavour 


to deſerve. 


Ass uR ED of the juſtice of Heaven 
in its diſpenſations; I am taught never 
to murmur againſt its Providence; and 
ſenſible of the fruitleſſneſs of exceſſive 


ſorrow, I ſhall ceaſe to pour out un- 


availing tears for irremediable misfor- 
tunes. May all thoſe who have known 
theſe events be of the ſame opinion; and all 
who ſhall hereafter hear of them, adduce 


from 


/ 
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from them ſuch leſſons of virtue and pru- 
dence, as to profit by our example ;— 


Taught, ere too late, to ſteer by wiſdom's rule, 
Nor wait ſad precepts from affliction's ſchool: 
But learn, with us, this awful Truth to know, 
„That ſudden paſſions end in laſting woe.” 


— 
wan 
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Page 23, line 3. for October 13, read Sept. 16. 
P. 63, 1. 3. r WILLIAM Maine, Efq. read Si: 
WIIIIA Mains. 

P. 113, 1. 3. for November 10, read Nov. 18. 

P. 116, I. 10. for ſhe bid me, read ſhe bade me. 
F. 212, l. 5. for the your Ren r m tie 
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Imitation recommended. The whole deſigned 
to encourage the reading of the Holy Scriptures 
in 2775 Families, and to render the daily Pe- 
7 al of them profitable and delightful. Folio, 
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N of Letters on various Subjects. By that great 
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